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Soviet forces seize Latvian ministry 

RIGA. Soviet Union (R) — Soviet special forces, in a new operation 
against Baltic separatist governments, seized the Latvian Interior Ministry 
in Riga Sunday after a fierce gun battle in which at least four people died. 
Latvian radio and a member of the Baltic Republic's parliament, Valdis 
Stein, said hospitals reported four dead civilians, including a Latvian 
journalist, and eight wounded in the 90-minme action. As angry Latvians 
gathered around a park near the ministry just of! the historic city's 
Freedom Street, there was a hnge blast elsewhere in the city. It was not 
dear if this was linked to the assault on the ministry. 
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Jordan: Patriot missiles no threat 

AMMAN vRi — The deployment of U.S. missiles in Israel to Wock Iraqi 
rocket attacks posed no threat to Jordan, a senior Jordanian official said 
Sunday. The United States rushed Patriot missiles and crews to Israel 
Saturday to defend it against Iraqi attacks, prompting fears among many 
Jordanians the missiles could be intercepted and fall over the Kingdom. 
The official said Jordan was in no danger because the Patriot could detect 
the missiles only 12 kilomtres from their targets, which meant the 
interception would occur over Israel. “When the Patriot intercepts the 
missile it blows it up into bits and pieces in mid-air which reduces its 
effect," he said. 
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Iraq fires Scuds at Riyadh, Dhahran 


Allied air assault continues 


asks 


K. pia-: 








Combined agency dispatches 

IRAQ LOBBED three Scud 
missiles into Saudi Arabia Sun- 
day night, but they were des- 
troyed by three Patriot rockets 
fired from an allied military base 
in Dhahran, U.S. and Saudi 
- officials said. 

Three hours later, air raid 
sirens sounded again at the base, 
and four more Patriot rockets 
were heard being launched. 
Seconds later, two explosions 
£ were heard in the distance, sug- 
■* gesting they had destroyed more 
incoming missiles. 

A Saudi official said the Pat- 
riots fired from Dhahran des- 
troyed two Iraqi missiles. The 
source, who spoke to the AP on 


Two ‘strikes’ reported 

NEW YORK (AgEMks) — There were strikes by two Iraqi Scad 
mtafles in the SuB Arabian c ap ital of Riyadh on Monday, CBS 
news reported. 

The DA networ k said fa correspondents fn Riyadh had 
comU nn td two mfagfle “hto” fat the dty. The attack on Riyadh was 
the first on the Saadi capital after bar days of the Golf war. 

“We have no other details,” the network said. Resid en t s of 
Riyadh said at least one nbrik landed near the Sandl Defence 
Ministry. 


condition of anonymity, said he 
received the preliminary in- 
formation from the Saudi milit- 
ary command in Dhahran. 
However, the source was the 
first to report the earlier Iraqi 
imssfies were destroyed. 


For the second time, journal- 
ists, military spokesman and 
workers at the Dhahran Interna- 
tional Hotel ran to a bomb shel- 
ter and donned gas masks. 

A witness quoted by the AP 
said the Patriots were launched 


from two different sites on the 
air base and that a military trans- 
port plane, which appeared to be 
approaching for a landing, sud- 
denly aborted its landing and 
roared off. 

In Riyadh, 360 kilometres 
southwest of Dhahran. AP cor- 
respondent Richard Pyle said he 
heard at least a dozen explosions 
within 90 seconds. It was unclear 
if the explosions were incoming 
missiles, outgoing Patriots, or 
something else. 

One particularly powerful ex- 
plosion was felt ar the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel in Riyadh, across 
the street from the Saudi De- 
fence Ministry. 

(Continued on page 5) 



■Qaririam Hussein 


Jordan urges halt to war to 
assess damage, consequences 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
Sunday called for an immediate 
halt to the four-day-old war to 
enable the world to assess the 
damage it has caused and the 
threats it poses as a consequence 
of attacks on nudear and che- 
mical facilities. 

In an interview with David 
Frost of TV AM, the Crown 
Prince also said Jordan, which 
has a proven record of being .a 
country which honours its re- 
sponsibility and of contributing 
to the international community 
as well as to regional stability, 
has been paying a high price for 
its positions for the past 23 
years. 

Asked what his immediate 
reaction was to what has been 
reported as Israeli restraint in 
retaliating for Iraq’s missile 
attacks on Friday and Saturday, 
the Crown Prince said: 

“I think we were dismayed by 
die massive attacks first of all on 
Iraq. The prediction was that the 
Iraqis will retaliate has come as 
much as of a surprise as of 
sadness that the Gulf crisis on 
the one side and the Palestine 
(issue) on the other — which 
everyone said was unrelated — 
(were) linked by weapons of 
mass destruction on the one side 
and by this clear joint security 
threat on the other. So, I think 


that the feeling today is one of 
sobriety and certainly one of 
tremendous sadness of the fact 
that the kind of coverage that we 
saw in Tel Aviv, which miracu- 
lously did not effectively mean 
that death of people, has also 
not been applied in Iraq, where 
over 40,000 tonnes of bombs 
clearly resulted in many more 
casualties." 

Responding to a suggestion/ 
question that the American- 
allied forces! " promise that they 
will go for military targets” 
seems to have been observed, 
the. Crown Prince pointed out 
that the extent of the massive 
assaults remained unknown. 

“We are a country that is, as 
(British Prime Minister) John 
Major said, a non-combatant," 
he said. “And if you listen care- 
fully to me, I said that we are 
dismayed by any effect on civi- 
lians... I just like to say that I 
have many requests by anti- 
nuclear war doctors who said 
clearly they had appealed to the 
World Health Organisation and 
to the multinational force to 
assess damage to nuclear facili- 
ties: Have they resulted in radia- 
tion? Damages to chemical faci- 
lities: Have they resulted in 
seepage? We are talking about 
17 million Iraqis who have been 
starved of medicines and largely 
of foodstuffs for five months.” 


In reply to other questions, 
the Crown Prince said: 

“We have none of the 
weapons. We believe in total 
elimination of these weapons 
and indeed of many of the con- 
ventional weapons that are caus- 
ing so much damage and the 
continuation of war in the Mid- 
dle East. We were half way from 
a political solution to the’ crisis, 
ft was not possible in the early 
days of the crisis, when Jordan 
achieved the commitment to ' 
withdraw and we have opposed 
war and a military solution from 
the outset. So let me remind you 
that there are thousands of nuc- 
lear warheads with the multina- 
tional forces in the region and 
this confrontation is escalating 
horizontally. Already Turkish 
bases are being used to bomb 
Iraq, and the consequences are 
extremely fearful for us all if this 
continues- That is why we have 
called for a halt in fighting and 
joined all those who called for an 
immediate cessation of hostili- 
ties so that we can assess the 
damage to human beings. 

Asked whether Jordan was to 
going to “implement” the Jorda- 
nian parliament’s resolution call- 
ing on the Arab and Muslim 
nations to strike at American 
interests and those of the nations 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israel ‘will hit’ Iraq 
despite Patriots 


Combined agency dispatches 

TEL AVTV — Israeli officials 
denied on Saturday that they 
had been persuaded not to re- 
taliate against Iraqi air strikes by 
the hurried despatch of U.S. 
Patriot anti-missile missiles and 
.Americans to help fire them. 

Israeli Defence Minister 
Moshe Arens said Sunday that 
his government has “not given 
any such assurance to anybody” 
that it will not retaliate for Iraqi 
missile attacks on his country. 

“We we will decide when to 
respond, just how to respond,” 
Mr. Arens said in an interview 
on the CBS broadcasting net- 
work. 

Israel’s deputy foreign minis- 
ter echoed Mr. Arens’ state- 
ments. Benyamin Netanyahu 
said Sunday in an interview on 
the ABC broadcasting network 
“we’ll very carefully choose” the 
time, date and method of Israel's 
reprisal. 

An Israeli official in Washing- 
ton, requesting anonymity, said 
Israel was prepared to delay 
retaliation “for the time being" 
because it was calmed by the 
Patriots' arrival. 

The United States and its 
allies, many of them Arab states, 
began air attacks early Thursday 
against Iraq and Iraqi positions 
in Kuwait. The fighting began a 


day after a U.N. deadline passed 
for Iraq to remove its troops 
from Kuwait, which they over- 
ran Aug. 2. 

The U.S. government said the 
Patriots arrived Saturday morn- 
ing in Israel. U.S. Defence De- 
partment spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams told reporters later in the 
day the first Patriot units “are 
now operational.” 

Israel Television showed U.S. 
soldiers in helmets and combat 
dress helping Israelis unload the 
Patriots, which have a proven 
ability to shoot down Iraqi mis- 
siles. 

Mr. Williams said the Patriots 
“will be operated primarily by 
the U.S. troops who arrived with 
them. They will assist Israeli 
defence forces in operating 
them. We’U clearly work closely 
together on this.” 

He said it was the biggest 
military airlift to Israel since the 
1973 war. 

The Defence Department also 
said it was the first time U.S. 
troops have been "deployed to 
Israel specifically to assist the 
Israelis in the defence of their 
country.” 

Prime Minister Yitzhak Sha- 
mir indicated in weekend con- 
tacts with top U.S. officials that 
“Israel maintains its freedom of 

(Continued on page 4) 


Hardliners 
press Iran 
to drop 
neutrality 

TEHRAN (R) — Hardline Ira- 
nian politicians stepped np their 
pressure on the government Sun- 
day to abandon its Gulf war 
neutrality and join Iraq in an 
Islamic holy war against the Un- 
ited. States and its allies. 

The hardliners called for anti- 
war rallies and warned that the 
U.S.-led multinational force 
; would try to subjugate Iran once 
' they had pushed Iraq out of 
Kuwait. 

Former Interior Minister Ali 
Akbar Mohtashemi, leader of the 
. hardliner camp within Tehran's 
clerical hierarchy, told parlia- 
ment Sunday that it would be a 
•: disgrace if Iran chose to stand by 
and watch Iraq fight it out alone. 

“Today the ‘Persian’ Gulf and 
countries of the region are burn- 
ing in the fire and blood created 
by global arrogance headed by 
America, this arch Satan,” Mr. 
' Mohtashemi said. 

“Today the Muslim nations of 
- the region, and particularly the 
. . Iranian nation, have a religious 
. duty to rise for a holy jihad in 
: confrontation against the infidel 
. ' - forces of America, and Zionism,” 
-■ the black-turbaned politician 

. .. said. 

On Saturday, Iran’s top poticy- 
making group reaffirmed 
Tehran's neutral stance ra the 
. : war. The declaration by the 
National Security Council gained 
"If- further authority by the rare 
attendance of. supreme leader 

✓ (Continued on page 5) 


Gulf peace initiatives float around 


Combined agency dispatches 

CHINA WILL continue to seek 
a peaceful resolution of the Gulf 
crisis. Premier Li Pen said in 
Beijing, and Palestinian leader 
Yasser Arafat was on a shuttle in 
North Africa in a similar mis- 
sion. 

The Communist Party news- 
paper People’s Daily quoted Mr. 
Li as telling a Japanese delega- 
tion thai greater efforts should 
be made to resolve the crisis 
through diplomatic channels. 

“We will, as before, make 
continued efforts with the inter- 
national community to seek a 
peaceful settlement of the Gulf 
crisis." Mr. Li said. 


His remarks, as quoted, left it 
unclear if China was planning to 
launch a peace initiative. 

Diplomats said rumours were 
circulating in Beijing that China 
and the Soviet Union were in 
contact over a possible initiative. 

China was the only one of the 
five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council 
which did not support a key 
resolution setting a Jan. IS dead- 
line for the use of force to 
dislodge Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait after Jan. 15. Beijing 
abstained on the vote. 

China had close relations with 
Iraq before its Aug. 2 invasion of 
Kuwait and was one of Bagh- 
dad's major arms suppliers. 


In previous statements China 
has supported calls for a Middle 
East conference to cover the 
whole range of Arab-lsraeli 
problems. 

Palesine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) chairman Yasser 
Arafat arrived in Algiers Sunday 
to discuss the Gulf crisis with 
President Chadli Benjedid, the 
official news agency APS said. 

Algeria and the PLO have 
appealed to the United Nations 
to arrange for a ceasefire in the 
Gulf, along with Cuba. India. 
Yemen and the Soviet Union, to 
■ allow for a political settlement. 
APS said. 

Quoting diplomatic sources in 
New York, the agency said “at 


the moment, any proposal to the 
Security Council for a ceasefire 
would be vetoed by four of the 
permanent members — the Un- 
ited States, the Soviet Union. 
France and Britain.” 

The Palestinian news agency 
WAFA said Sunday, Mr. Yasser 
Arafat had appealed to Western 
and non-aligned leaders to call 
for a ceasefire in the Gulf. 

The agency said Mr. Arafat 
had sent messages to French 
President Francois Mitterrand 
and British Prime Minister John 
Major who was asked to convey 
its contents to Washington. 


(Continued on page 5) 


Only a fraction of Iraq’s power 
used until now — Saddam 


Combined agency despatches 

IRAQI PRESIDENT Saddam 
Hussein gave a defiant speech to 
Iraqi people Sunday, saying Iraq 
would now strike back at the 
allied air attack after using only 
a fraction of its forces thus far. 

Referring to U.S. President 
George Bush, President Saddam 
declared: “His defeat will be 
certain.” 

The five-minute speech, car- 
ried by Iraqi radio and moni- 
tored in Cyprus, was the first 
broadcast address by President 
Saddam himself since the war 
started. A previous statement in 
his name was read by an announ- 
cer. 

“In the coming period, the 
response of Iraq will be on a 
larger scale, using all the means 
and potential God has given us 


and which have so far only been 
used in part.” he said in the 
nationally broadcast address. 

“Our ground forces have not 
entered the battle so far, and 
only a small part of our air force 
bas been used,” he said. “When 
the confrontation begins with an 
all-out battle with all kinds of 
weapons and arms, the extent of 
the death in the enemy ranks will 
■increase.” 

President Saddam said his 
forces “are fighting with heroism 
and courage which is unpre- 
cedented in the history of war.” 
Referring to Bush, he said: 
“the infidel tyrant's missiles and 
aircraft axe being destroyed.” 
President Saddam said the 
U.S.-led coalition thought it 
would be “a war of a few days” 
but has been forced to recalcu- 
late after four days of fighting. 


“After a while, (Mr. Bush) 
will begin to feel frustrated, and 
his defeat will be certain, God 
willing.” 

U.S. government officials 
have often said a war with Iraq 
could be lengthy. 

President Saddam appealed to 
Muslims and Arabs to strike 
against U.S. and NATO in- 
terests in the Arab World and 
elsewhere. 

“It remains for us to tell all 
Arabs, all militant believers ... 
wherever they may be that it is 
your duty to embark on holy 
war,” he said. “You should 
target their interests wherever 
they may be. This is your duty, 
and you should use it to comple- 
ment the struggle of your 
brothers in Iraq.” 

(Continued on page 5) 


Iraq reports downing 154 
planes; allies say only 14 


Combined agency dispatches 

THE U.S.-LED alliance and 
Iraq gave widely divergent fi- 
gures Sunday for aircraft shot 
down since the Gulf war erupted 
early Thursday. 

Military spokesmen in Saudi 
Arabia said 14 allied planes had 
been shot down by 1730 GMT 
Sunday. Iraq said its air defences 
bad downed 154 allied aircraft 

A U.S. military spokesman 
said 15 Iraqi jets had been shot 
down by air-to-air missiles. 

The allies said 18 of their 
airmen were missing after their 
planes went down and 40 Iraqis 
were killed in Kuwait. Five Ira- 
qis were also reported killed in 
U.S. -led raids on Kuwaiti 
offshore oil platforms in the Gulf 
Friday. 


‘Jet downed near TreibeeF 

AMMAN (R) — Iraqi forces shot down an unidentified fighter aircraft 
Sunday near the border with Jordan, a senior Jordanian security official 
said. 

Three Jordanians fleeing Baghdad who stopped to take a photograph of 
the downed plane were injured by falling shrapnel, the official told Reuters. 

The official said the plane Was shot down west of Treibed, about 10 
kilometres inode Iraq. 

He said the travellers who stopped to film the explosion were taken to a 
government hospital aj. the Jordanian border post of Roweished, about 75 
kOomelres away. 

Ru welshed police had no reports of a downed plane but said they heard 
explosion inside Iraqi territory at about 4 p.m. Further details were not 
immediately available. 


Seven captured allied airmen 
were shown on Iraqi Television 
Sunday. 

Iraq says allied air raids Satur- 
day killed 31 people and wound- 
ed 51 without specifying whether 
they were civilians or soldiers. 


Allied aircraft flew 3,000 sor- 
ties, in the last 24 hours, a U.S. 
military spokesman said Sunday 
afternoon. 

Briefing reporters in the Saudi 
(Continued on page 5) 


Syrian artists, authors 
urge support of Iraq 


DAMASCUS (Agencies) — Sy- 
rian artists and authors urged 
support for Iraq Sunday, going 
against the government fine in a 
sign of the unusual public debate 
sparked in Damascus by the 
Gulf war. 

A statement signed by 43 
prominent writers, poets and 
artists denounced the United 
States, with whom Syria is 
aligned against Iraq’s invasion of 
Kuwait. 

“This criminal war affects not 
only Iraq but the whole Arab 
future,” the statement said. 

“That is why the Arab man, 
wherever he is and no matter 
what his capabilities, should con- 
front the U.S. criminality.” 

The statement showed Syrians 
are no longer reluctant to ex- 
press opinions that do not follow 
tihe official line — although no 
one openly criticises the govern- 
ment’s position. 

“In the past, mere mention of 


Saddam's name was taboo. Now 
people are discussing his acts, 
and at times expressing sym- 
pathy for the Iraqi leader in 
public places," a political analyst 
said. 

“Iraq’s missile attack on Israel 
heightened the controversy and 
encouraged more open discus- 
sions on the Golf situation and 
more and more people are talk- 
ing about politics nowadays,” he 
said. 

In hotels, restaurants, offices, 
barber shops and taxis, the Gulf 
war is the only topic. 

“Saddam is doing the right 
-thing, he is fighting Israel and 
America, what more do you 
want?” asked a diner at a bigh- 
dass Damascus restaurant. 

“But he should not be doing 
this because the balance of pow- 
er is not in his favour....” 

Syria, a long-time foe of Iraq, 

(Continued on page 2) 


Allied hopes of quick victory fade as long war looms 


By Giles Elgood 
Reuters 

LONDON — Early forecasts 
of a short Gulf war have given 
way to sober jvarnings of a 
long conflict, as Iraq shows no 
sign of surrender after a mas- 
sive air bombardment. 

British Prime Minister John 
Major gave the latest indica- 
tion Sunday that Iraq will not 
be defeated in a few days as 
some commentators had sug- 


Mr. Major said: *T would 

imagine it would be a war of 

quite a few weeks.” 

“What is dear is that this 
continual day and night bom- 
bardment of the Iraqi war 
machine is beginning to dam- 
age the destructive capacity it 
has and I suspect this period 


of the war will continue for a 
considerable period of time,” 
he added. 

Warnings from political 
leaders were backed up by 
military officials and defence 
analysts. 

The French armed forces 
chief of staff. General Maurice 
Schmitt, said the war could last 
two to three months. 

Francois Heisbourg, direc- 
tor of the London-based Inter- 
national Instituc for Strategic 
Studies, said the air battle 
alone could go on for another 
10 days, and there were sug- 
gestions that it, too, could last- 
for weeks. 

Bob Hutchinson of Jane’s 
Defence Weekly, an authorita- 
tive defence jonmal, said: 
■‘U.S. spokesmen are wise to 
continue to caution against 


euphoria. This is not going to 
be a short war made to order.” 

Allied missiles and bombers 
had been remarkably effective 
in their attacks, but “there is 
little evidence that they des- 
troyed the Iraqi air force on 
the ground.” 

Even though airfield run- 
ways had been cratered by 
bombing attacks, planes could 
take off with a reduced 
payload from a shortened run- 
way. 

Mr. Hutchinson said that 
between 15 and 20 per cent of 
the Iraqi air force had been 
destroyed. Military sources 
have put the damage at no 
more than 50 Of Iraq’s 700 
combat aircraft, with the rest 
moved to reinforced shelters in 
the north of the country. 

So far, a foil assessment of 


bomb damage has been ham- 
pered by poor weather over 
the target areas. 

Current assessments con- 
trast with optimistic predic- 
tions from some allied air com- 
manders before the Stan of 
hostilities that for the first time 
in history air power alone 
might win a war. 

Analysts believe that the 
allied field commander, U.S. 
General Norman Schwarz- 
kopf, wants to ensure his air 
forces have minimised the risk 
of casualties before he laun- 
ches his ground troops at 
Iraq’s impressive fortifications 
on the Kuwait border. 

The failure of Iraq's air 
force to take to the sides in 
large numbers has led allied 
commanders to claim a degree 
of air superiority. 


Defence analysts say the 
allied air forces must now con- 
centrate their attacks on Iraq's 
elite Republican Guard. 

This is deployed as a 
strategic armoured reserve on 
the Iraq-Kuwait border to lead 
a counter-attack if the even- 
tual allied ground thrust suc- 
ceeds in breaking through. 

The 120,000-strong Republi- 
can Guard is equipped with up 
to 600 modem Soviet T-72 
tankes. 

Military sources said it could 
be difficult for giant U.S. B-52 
bombers to destroy them if 
they have taken up dispersed 
defensive positions in the de- 
sert. 

Allied attacks were also ex- 
pected to be directed against 
‘communications links, supply 
lines and anti-aircraft batteries 


in Iraq's front like in Kuwait. 

If Iraqi anti-aircraft units 
were still operating, allied 
planes would find it difficult to 
provide low -level support for 
advancing ground troops. 

Mr. Heisbourg said there 
would be no abrupt cut-off 
between the air campaign and 
the land forces advance. As 
the air battle continued, the 
allied were likely to use 
ground troops to keep the Ira- 
qi front line under pressure. 

Iraq has built a huge belt of 
sand “berms” or ridges, anti- 
tank ditches that can be filled 
with burning oQ, barbed wire 
and minefields. Tanks are dug 
in to form defensive strong- 
points. 

‘We will see some ground 
force activity to keep the Iraqis 
guessing,” Mr. Heisburg said. 


‘Iraq has 
hidden 
140 mobile 
missile 
launchers’ 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iraq has 140 
mobile missile launchers hidden 
away in underground bunkers 
and will continue blasting Israel 
with them, according to inter- 
views with a Palestinian official 
and an Iraqi diplomat published 
Sunday. 

In the interviews, published in 
the Beirut daily A1 Diyar, the 
Iraqi charge d’affaires there, 
Hikmat Khodeir, was quoted as 
saying that Iraq would continue 
launching surface-to-surface 
missiles at Israel “as long as the 
war against Iraq lasts.” 

And the newspaper quoted an 
unnamed Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (PLO) official as 
saying in a separate interview 
that Iraq had the 110 mobile 
launchers “concealed in under- 
ground bunkers built in western 
Iraq to be used in sporadic bar- 
rages against Israel.” 

The launchers can each fire 
four missiles within a 24- hour 
period. 

“This is part of Iraq's prepara- 
tions to fight a 100-day war,” 
said the PLO official, who AI 
Diyar said had arrived in Ben- 
ghazi, Libya, from Baghdad 
Saturday. 

The newspaper said that the 
official had held several meet- 
ings with Iraqi President Saddam 
Hussein and his top generals 
before leaving Baghdad. 

AJ Diyar quoted the official as 
saying that about 400 Iraqi war- 
planes were hidden in bunkers in 
the mountains of Kurdistan in 
northeastern Iraq. 

“These include the most adv- 
anced Iraqi bombers, designed 
to be saved for the post-war 
era,” according to the official. 

(Cpntimipd nn pun 51 
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PLO say 

'*• 

Turkish 

■u 

•a 

. TUNIS (Agencies) — The Pales- 

ii 

tine Liberation Organisation 

*2 

(PLO) said Sunday that Israeli 


jets were deployed at Turkish air 

-ti 

bases to take part in the conflia. 

5 

Yasser Abd Rabbo, a member 

•o: 

of the PLO Executive commit- 

- j * 

tee, told a news conference 

■«*• 

Israeli planes had been at bases 

& 

in Turkey — a member of 


NATO — since the war broke 


out last Thursday. 

•r 

He did not say whether the 

.u 

planes had actively taken part in 


bases to hit Iraq 


air raids on Iraq. 

“Since the start,” the Turkish 
military bases have received 
Israeli planes to participate in 
the aggression” against Iraq, 
Mr. Abd Rabbo added. 

Mr. Abd Rabbo said Israel 
was “supplying information on 
movements and Iraqi bases in 
the west of Iraq, near the Jorda- 
nian border. There is no doubt 
that Israel is part of the (U.S.- 
led coalition's) scenario.” 

Turkey immediately denied 
the PLO accusation. 

“This is absolutely baseless.” 
Foreign Ministry spokesman 
Murat Sungar told Reuters in 
Ankara. 

U.S. jets launched attacks on 
Iraqi targets from the Turkish 
base of Incirlik for the second 
day running Sunday. 

The PLO offical appealed to 
Arab countries supporting the 
coalition — Syria, Egypt and 
Morocco — to change sides and 
join the Iraqi camp. Syria and 
Egypt have rejected such re- 
quests. 

Abd Rabbo said the PLO, 
which was in contact with Iraqi 
leaders, had formulated a peace 
initiative to try to stop fighting. 

“Look for a political solution 


that takes into consideration the 
interests of ail the nations of the 
region, not the interests of the 
U.S., a few monarchs and iso- 
lated leaders who are being 
dragged behind the U.S. 
strategy in the region,” he said. 

PLO leader Yasser Arafat ar- 
rived in Algiers Sunday for talks 
with Algerian President Chadli 
Benjedid. 

Algeria and the PLO have 
appealed to the United Nations 
to arrange a ceasefire in the Gulf- 
to allow for a political settle- 
ment, the Algerian news agency 
APS said. 

APS. quoting diplomatic 
sources in New York, said any 
ceasefire proposal would be 
vetoed by four of the Security 
Council permanent members; 
the U.S.. Britain, France and 
the Soviet Union. 

Iranian newspapers de- 
nounced Turkey's stand on the 
Gulf war, saying Sunday that 
Ankara coveted oil-rich north- 
ern Iraq. 

The English language Tehran - 
Times, which normally reflects 
government foreign policy think- 
ing, said: 'Turkey's de-facto 
participation in the war against 
Iraq indicated a dangerous and 
unceratin rum for the future of 
the region. 

'Today, as long as Iraq main- 
tains its military strength, (Tur- 
key) may not openly get in- 
volved in the war, but ... if (the) 
Iraqi war machine is seriously 
destroyed, Turkey would cap- 
ture Kirkuk and Mosul, two 
important oil-rich cities in north- 
ern Iraq and (this is) something 
many Turkish rulers have listed 
in their expansionist desires.” 

The paper said Iran would not 


tolerate any carve- up of Iraq. 

Another newspaper, the 
Jomhuri Eslami, said in an edito- 
rial Turkey sought to seize 
northern Iraq to meet its energy 
needs. 

“Turkey during the past sever- 
al decades has always had a 
greedy eye on Kirkuk and Mosul 
in an effort to solve its question 
of energy supply.” 

Ankara says it has no territo- 
rial designs on Iraq. 

U-S. air force planes have 
been mounting raids against Iraq 
from Incirlik since early on Fri- 
day. 

Ankara and Washington have 
said little about them. A Bush 
administration official said that 
Turkish- based planes had taken 
part in attacks on Iraq and Tur- 
kish President Turgut OzaJ said 
Friday U.S. planes “may have 
gone to Iraq." 

A total of 36 F-15s. F-16s and 
F-llls took off from Incirlik 
early Sunday, along with an 
AW ACS plane and only 35 re- 
turned. 

About three hours later, 10 
fully armed jets took off on 
another sortie. 

Spokesmen at the base re- 
fused to comment. 

The use of the bases is politi- 
cally sensitive in Turkey. 
Opposition deputies stormed out 
of the parliament Saturday, 
saying the legislature should 
have been informed of U.S. mis- 
sions from Turkish territory. 

Residents of southeastern 
Turkey, which borders Iraq, 
continued to stream oat of the 
region. Hundreds of thousands 
of people have joined the ex- 
odus. 


Toughest security since World War 
II at Egypt’s famed monuments 


By Mimi Mann 

The Associated Press 

GIZA PLATEAU — Egyp- 
tian officials are imposing the 
toughest security precautions 
since World War II to protea 
the pyramids, sphinx and other 
monuments from possible 
attacks. 

Cairo's three main museums 
are dosed until further notice. 
Security has been reinforced at 
all tourist sites across the coun- 
try. Access is restricted or for- 
bidden, handbags checked, 
backpacks banned. 

From Alexandria in the 
north to Luxor and Abu Sim- 
bel in the south, the police 
presence at monuments has 
been increased greatly. 

“These monuments belong 
not just to the people of Egypt 
bat to die world,” said a senior 
tourist police officer, who re- 
fused to be identified under 
interior ministry rules. “What 
would the world think if we let 
something happen? 

“We won’t.” 

The rules were implemented 
so abruptly that tourists and 
travel agents sometimes found 
themselves unsure what they 
could and could not do. 

On Sturday at Giza Plateau, 
a British tourist barred from 
the Sphinx pointed of Cheops’ 
Pyramid at the top of the hill 
and asked a tourist police 
general: “Do you really think I 
can bomb something as big as 
that pyramid with a pack of 
cigarettes?’’ 

The new rules allow tourists 
to walk around but not to 
enter the pyramids and other 
monuments on the plateua. 
Tourists also can see the 
monuments from atop camels 
or horses. 

A tourist favourite, the 
nightly sound -and- light show 
in front of the Sphinx, has 


been cancelled, and visitors 
are permitted to see the 
Sphinx only from a distance. 

A group of Brazilian tourists 
wer so perturbed at the restric- 
tisons that they refused to pay 
the usual entrance fee of 10 
Egyptian pounds (about S3), 
v. “We paid a lot of money to 
- fly here, and we aren't rich,” 
one said as they leaned into a 
JnK tourist police van to protest. 
“We’re only teachers from 
Brazil.” 

An officer waved them on 
their way with: “Enjoy your- 
self. Welcome to Egypt.” 

British tour guide John 
Lovett has led Thomas Cook 
tours to Egypt for 10 years. 
Saturday morning his tour 
group of only three stood near 
the Sphinx, unhappy because a 
tourist policeman told them 
they could not ride a camel 
even though their package 
tour included it. 

An officer who outranked 
the policeman quickly fixed 
that problem. He called over 
three camels. “It’s easy today 
because there 're so few visi- 
tors,” the officer said. 

This time last year, more 
than 2,000 tourists wandered 
the pyramids area each day. 
Saturday morning, there were 
55 foreigners and a handful of 
Egyptians and other Arabs. 

Egyptians love tire plat- 
eau and normally visit in dro- 
ves. But with a potential 
for attacks, the tourist police 
officer said, “at the moment 
it’s difficult for Egyptians to be 
allowed access to the plateau. 
For Arabs, it’s very difficult.” 

“I think it's stupid to keep 
people from these monu m en ts 
because they're so big,” 
Lovett said. 

Anyway, he said, Egypt’s 
safe. 

“We’re having a wonderful 
time,” Lovett said. “It’s just 


that people don't want to 
come. They see the map 
think Egypt is next to 
Kuwait.” 

Lovett said the new rules are 
causing tour guides to make 
some impromptu schedule 
changes. 

“Okay, the museums ..are 
closed,” he said. “I'm going to 
take my group to the 
cemeteries of AI AJamein in- 
stead.” 

That is the site of the crucial 
desert battle that in 1942 
turned back the Nazi advance 
just 240 kilometres north of 
Giza plateau. Then, wartime 
security precautions for the 
monuments included con- 
structing a brick brace beneath 
the Sphinx’s chin, which 
stayed until the war’s end. 

Syrians 

(Continued from page 1) 

has contributed troops to the 
U.S.-led coalition based in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Many ordinary Syrians were 
delighted when Iraq attacked 
Israel with missiles over the 
weekend. 

While the state-run media was 
attacking President Saddam, 
sane Syrians were calling him a 
hero because he had acted on his 
threats to attack Israel. 

Two Palestinian groups based 
in Damascus have announced 
their backing of Baghdad and 
urged worldwide retaliation 
against U.S., Israel and Western 
interests. 

A major Muslim fundamental- 
ist group, one of the largest 
opposition bodies in Egypt, 
urged President Hoad Mubarak 
Sunday to quit the anti-Iraq 
coalition. 

It condemned “aggression 
against the Iraqi people” by the 
U.S.-led multinational force. 
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Iraqi soldiers man anti-aircraft guns on the roof of a building in Baghdad (the photographer does not want to be identified) 

In battered Baghdad, farewell 
to normal life and Amex 


By Bernd Debudsmann 

Reuters 

AMMAN — “Sorry, sir. We 
no longer take American ex- 
press.” said the hotel recep- 
tionist. his words punctuated 
by the rumble of heavy explo- 
sions. “Things are not what 
they used to be.” 

In Baghdad, battered by 
wave after wave of American 
air raids, normal life seemed a 
distant dream and such hum- 
drum chores as sealing a hotel 
bill turned into an obstacle 
course. 

Unlike the Al Rashid, head- 
quarters for most of the inter- 
national press, the Palestine 
(formerly Meridien) on the 
bank of the Tigris River vir- 
tually ceased functioning on 
day two of the Gulf war. along 
with much of the rest of Bagh- 
dad. 

The cashier, hollow-eyed 
from exhaustion, lay huddled 
under a blanket in the hotel's 
air raid shelter, next to a young 


mother who cradled her son 
and sang a soft lullaby to try to 
still his sobs. 

The man with the key to the 
safe deposit boxes was missing 
and a search party of hotel staff 
went to look for him, shining 
flashlights into pitch-dark 
offices. He was found asleep 
under his desk. 

Baghdad under the bombs 
provided lessons in how quick- 
ly the things one takes for 
granted disappear in war. 
Turning a tap and expecting 
water, for example, throwing a 
switch and expecting light, 
picking up a telephone and 
expecting a dial tone. 

The U.S. raids ended all that 
in large parts of the city. . 

“Have a safe journey," said 
the cashier, once the bQl had 
been settled in dollars. “Hope 
to see you back in better 
times.” 

How long it will take for 
better times to return is any- 
body’s guess in Baghdad, a city 
which seems ill-prepared to 


withstand a prolonged assault 
of the scale and intensity of the 
first few days. 

Halfway into the first week 
of the Gulf War, life in the city 
had already ground to a near 
halt Few people ventured out 
of bomb shelters or their 
homes. Shops were closed, 
only a few cars moved. 

Filling stations were dosed, 
not for lack of petrol but for 
lack of people to man the 
pumps or electridty to power 
them. 

In some residential areas of 
Baghdad, only the chirping of 
birds pierced a ghostly silence. 

The first air assault, which 
knocked out strategic targets 
such as the air force headquar- 
ters ‘and the Defence Ministry 
carried out by missiles.. 

In the first two days of the 
war, there were no indepen- 
dent reports of dvilian deaths 
and Iraqi statements that 
heavily populated areas had 
been strode appeared to be 


more propaganda than fact. 

But as the air assault con- 
tinued, the deep rumble of 
explosions from the outskirts 
of the capital appeared to 
come from B-52 raids, used 
extensively in Vietnam for 
carpet-bombing that turned 
huge areas into cratered waste- 
lands. 

In such attacks, “collateral 
damage,” the military 
euphemism for civilian deaths 
and injury, is almost inevit- 
able. 

Until the first missile hit 
Baghdad, just 18 and a half 
hours after a United Nations 
deadline for Iraq to withdraw 
from Kuwait had expired, 
many Baghdadis refused to be- 
lieve that their capital would 
be bombed. .... 

“Bush has said he had no 
dispute with the Iraqi people,” 
one Baghdadi said as the dead- 
line for war ticked on. “Only 
the leaders. So how can they 
bomb the city?" 


U.S. arranging military 
airlift for some Americans 


U.S. to press allies for 
more of Gulf war costs 


DHAHRAN (AP) — The State 
Department said Saturday it was 
arranging a military airlift for 
Americans who want to flee 
northern Saudi Arabia and the 
nearby island emirate of Bahrain. 

The announcements, by the 
consulate in Dhahran and the 
U.S. embassy in Bahrain, came a 
day after an incoming Iraqi Scud 
missile was destroyed over 
Dhahran. a coastal city in Saudi 
Arabia’s Eastern Province 320 
kilometres south of the Kuwait 
border. 

It was not clear when the eva- 
cuation would begin. 

“The U.S. military must deter- 
mine the best time to transport 
civilians safely out of the Gulf 
region," the Dhahran statement 
said. 

There have been no commer- 
cial flights out of the area since 
the war began, and flights that 
did get out before hostilities 
erupted were jammed. Many 
scheduled flights were cancelled 
because of war jitters and soaring 
insurance premiums. 

An estimated 8.000 Americans 
are in Dhahran, a major staging 


area for the U.S.-led military 
action aimed at driving Iraq from 
Kuwait, many of them workers at 
the government-owned Saudi 
Aramco Oil Co. About 600 
Americans are in Bahrain. The 
island, also being used by the 
anti-Iraq air and naval forces, is 
connected to Dhahran by a 20- 
kilometre causeway. 

One U.S. official, who spoke 
on condition of anonymity, said 
safety was not a concern in the 
Saudi capital of Riyadh and other 
areas outside the oil-rich Eastern 
Province. Riyadh is considered at 
the far end of the range of Iraq’s 
modified Scud missiles. 

The statements did not urge 
Americans to leave, and the 
Bahrain announcement said the 
State Department considered the 
island safe. Officials said the air- 
lift was being arranged because 
Americans had no other way to 
leave the region. 

Under stria Saudi labour laws, 
foreign workers here on contracts 
must give a 30-day notice before 
leaving their jobs. Those who fail 
to do so often lose deferred wages 
and benefits. 


NEW YORK (R) — The United 
States is exported to press its 
allies to pay more of the costs of 
the war against Iraq. U.S. offi- 
cials said 

“Burden-sharing and aid to 
the front-line states is on the 
agenda,” one official said of a 
two-day meeting of finance 
ministers and central bankers 
from the leading industrial na- ' 
tions starting Sunday. 

Attention is likely to focus on 
Japan and Germany, neither of 
which has contributed militarily 
to the U.S.-led drive against 
Iraq, but both of which depend 
on Middle East ofl to run their 
powerful economies. 

The two-day meeting brings 
together finance ministers and 
central bankers from the United 
States, Britain, Canada. France, 
Germany, Italy and Japan — the 
so-called Group of Seven. 

The Gulf war and its impaa 
on the global economy are likely 
to dominate the meeting 
although other issues, including 
the Soviet economy and the U.S. 
dollar, are on the agenda. 

Analysts reckon Washington 


is shelling out more than $500 
millioa a day for its attacks 
against targets in Iraq and 
Kuwait. 

That is money the United 
States, with its burgeoning 
budget deficit, can ill afford. 
And the cost of the war could 
.double to $1 billion a day if 
U.S .-Jed Arab and Western 
forces launch a ground assault, 
the analysts say. 

U.S. lawmakers have criti- 
cised Japan and Germany for 
not doing more to help the Gulf 
war effort. 

Japan, which has already 
pledged $2 billion to support the 
allied forces, has signalled that it 
is willing to do more. 

“Since we’re faced with a war 
situation, it’s only common 
sense that it will be more than 
before,” Japanese government 
spokesman Misoji Sakamoto 
told a news conference Friday. 

An unconfirmed report in the 
Japanese newspaper Yomiuri 
Shim bun Saturday said Tokyo 
would pledge S5 billion to the 
U.S.-led forces at the Group of 
Seven meeting. 


• t 

Pakistan’s 
Gulf role 
brings 
problems 
at home 

ISLAMABAD (R) The Pakis- 
tan government- faces mounting 
protests over its support for the 
United States in the Gulf, bat 
public response to the war in 
other Muslim nations in Asia has * 
been mated. 

Angry demonstrations against 
U.S. involvement have rocked 
Pakistan’s cities for several days 
and the venom is now being 
directed towards the government 
as well. 

In other predominantly Muslim 
nations — Bangladesh, Indonesia 
and Malaysia — fundamentalist L 
religious groups have stayed}, 
largely neutral and gove r n men ts 
have kept the fid on demonstra- 
tions of support for Iraqi Presi- * 
dent Saddam Hussein. 

But PaJtitani Prime Minister 
Nawaz Sharif s government has 
been attacked, even by some of 
its political allies, for its decision 
to send 11,000 troops to Saudi 
Arabia. 

It has responded by expelling 
an Iraqi diplomat accused of. 
fomenting protests, detaining a 
pro-Iraq journalist for 12 hours, 
shutting schools and colleges m 
one province, and banning tEtf 
sale of President Saddam Hus- 
sein's portrait in Karachi. 

The government has launched 
bitter verbal attacks on President 
Saddam, contrasting with the 
mood on the streets where pic- 
tures of the Iraqi President in 
military uniform, or kneeling in 
prayer, are a common sight. 

Political analysts say the pro- 
tests could threaten Mr. Sharifs 
Islamic Democratic Alliance 
(IDA), which routed former 
Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto’s 
Pakistan People's Party (PPP) iu 
elections last October. 

The right-wing Jamaat-i-Islami . 
religious party, one of nine par-; 
ties forming the IDA, demands 
the withdrawal of Pakistani 
troops from Saudi Arabia. 

In Indonesia, Asia's largest 
Muslim nation, public and press 
comment on war in die Golf has 
been restrained. There have been 
■ few reports of violence. 

Indonesian leaders are trying to 
I take as neutral a line as possible 
while complying with U.N. sanc- 
tions against Iraq. 

Armed Forces Chief of Sta£*r 
Try Sutrisno has urged Indone- 
sians to stay calm and not put " 
national stability at risk. He did ' 
not refer to any specific group, but 
the government has long re- 
garded Muslim fundamentalists 
with suspicion. 

Malaysian police pre-empted 
mass protests by Islamic groups 
-on Jan. 18 by banning anti-war 
demonstrations. Several peaceful 
protests had previously been held 
outside the U.S. embassy. 

Islam is Malaysia's official refry 
gion and Muslims comprise jusr* 
over half the population of 17 
million. They seem generally 
sympathetic to Iraq, although 
their leaders do not condone its 
invasion of Kuwait. 

On Sunday, the government 
banned rallies and marches. 
Police guarded roads leading to - 
embassies. 

Small groups of pro-Iraq de- 
monstrators have hurled stones at 
the U.S., Saudi Arabian and 
Egyptian embassies in Dhaka 
over the past two days. 

On one occasion they burned . 
effigies of U.S. President George#) 
Bush and attacked the American 
Club and a Saudi Arabian school?, 
before police dispersed them with - 
tear-gas. 

Other Bangladeshis, including 
some who lost their jobs in 
Kuwait, have demonstrated in-, 
support of the U.S.-led forces in' " 
the Gulf. 
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JORDAN TELEVISION 

Tel: 773111-19 


PROGRAMME ONE 

15:30 Koran 

15:40 Programme review 

18:60 . 


18:16 


IfcSO 

Programme review 


21:40 . 


21:40 
23 HM . 

Loral programmes 

PROGRAMME TWO 

19:00 . 


19:15 . 


19-JO . 


19:45 . 
2fe30 . 




22.-00 . 


22z20 . 



PRAYER TIMES 

05.-11 . 
06:32 . 


11:46 . 
14:36 



17:00 Maghreb 

18:21 -Isha 

CHURCHES 

St. Mary of Nazareth Church Swcifich 
Tel. 810740 

Assemblies of God Chnrcfa. Tci. 
632785. 

Sc Joseph Church Tci. 624390. 
Chord) of the Anno flotation TcJ. 

637440. 

De la SaHe Cbnrdi Tci. 661737 
Terrasanta Church Tel: 622366 
Chnrcfa of the AnmnKiatioo Tci. 
623541. 

An g li can Church Tci. 625383. Tci. 
628543. 

Armenian Catholic Chord) Tci. 
771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Chorda Tci. 
775261. 

Syrian Orthodox Church Tci. 771751. 
Amman International Chord! Tci. 
685326. 

EvangdUcal Lutheran Church Tel: 
811295. 

The Church of Jesm Christ of Latter- 
Day Saints Tci. 815817. 654932. 

WEATHER 

Bulletin supplied by the Department of 


Meteorology. 

it will be partly doudy with expected 
showery rain and winds wifi be wester- 
ly moderate. In Aqaba . it will be partly 
doudy with northerly moderate wind 
and calm sea. 

MinVmax. Icmp. 

Amman 4/12 

Aqaba 10/20 

Deserts 3/13 

Jordan Valley 11 /21 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 14. Aqaba 20. Humidity readings: , 
Amman 47 per cent. Aqaba 35 per 
cent. 


USEFUL TELEPHONE 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Farouq Hussein 786680 

Dr. Jamil Tarif 794710 

Dr. Mufecd Tan no us 884480 

Dr. Mohammad Abu Mahfouz 793344 

Firas pharmacy 661912 

Ferdaws pharmacy 778336 

Al Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yaoouh pharmacy 644945 

Shmcisani pharmacy 637660 


ORB ID: 

Dr. Maan Barqawi ( — ) 

AJ Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA: 

Dr. Rateb AtaBah t — * 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 6371 1 i 

GWl Defence Department 6611 1 i- 

Gvil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 196 

Rescue Police 192.621111.637777 

Fire Brigade 691228 

Blood Bank 77512] 


Highway Police 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

PuMk Security D epar tment ........... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 7871 1 1 

Telephone Information 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdajj Telephone Repairs 661 101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company. 636381 

RJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 

Khalidi Maternity. J. Amn ._ 644281/6 
AkOch Maternity. J.Anin.... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas.J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmcisani 664171/4 

Shmcisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ”” 845543 

Al-Muasbcr Hospital ! 667227/9 

The Islamic. AJbdaE 666127/37 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajrcen 777101/3 

AI-Basbir.J. Asbrafich 775111/26 

891611/15 

Ouccn Alia Hospital 60224GVS0 

js!s , lr pi “ 

Zarqa Covt. Hospital <09)983323 

Zarqa National Hospital .. (09)991071 
IbnSina Hospital (09WK6732 

rawm - * 

Princess Basma Hospital .. (02)275555 
Greek Catholic Hospital (02)272275 
Ibn A] Nafcos Hospital (02)247100 


AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital .... (03)314111 

market prices 

Uppcr/lower price in fils per kg. 

- 580 / 480 

5“"“ 500 / 450 

Banana (Mnkammar) 450 / 400 

J* 0 ??* 500 / 400 

S'* 8 *® 100 / 80 

gauiifie^ 

™ »■ 200 / 150 

Oicumbcn (large) 100/ 60 

Cucumbers (small) 200 / 140 

— 500/400 

1700/1500 

H a U on 300 / 250 

IS /IS 
SJg 

Onion (green) 150/100 

600 / 500 

yrcM ge 440 / 220 

reppcrCbot).:. 420/350 

Pepper (sweet) — 220/160. 

A30 / 280 

Sf™ 5 * 1 150/100 

- 400 / 300 

150/100 

Tomatoes 170/100 
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Evacuee flood seen 
taking its own time 
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By P.V. Vrvekanaod 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — An expected hu- 
man wave from Iraq and Kuwait 
failed to materialise at the Jorda- 
nian border post by Sunday, two 
days after the Kingdom 
reopened its northeastern fron- 
tier for war refugees. 

Around 3,000 Egyptians, 
several hundred Sudanese and a 
few other Arabs and non Arabs, 
were the arrivals between Friday 
and Sunday mid noon, border 
officials said. The figures do not 
include Jordanian, Syrian and 
Lebanese nationals. 

International relief agency 
officials who had been braced to 
handle as many as 6.000 to 8,000 
arrivals every day said they were 
puzzled by the trickle that has 
come through. 

Jordanian expatriates who ar- 
rived here late Saturday said it 
appeared that many foreign resi- 
dents of Iraq were not aware of 
the Jordanian decision to reopen 
the border Friday, nine days 
after closing it. 

The Jordanian decision was 
announced about 30 hours after 
the American-led allied forces 
launched war on Iraq with a 
massive ah strike on the capital 
and targets in several areas. 

Officials and emergency situa- 
tion experts said they could see 
several reasons were seen be- 
hind the relative calm at the 
Rnweished post in the northeast 

Among the theories for- 
warded were: 

— Communications had 
broken down shortly after the 
allied assault began, and this had 
rendered it very difficult to 
spread word in any broad level 
that the border with Jordan was 
reopened; 

— Fears are high that 
travellers to the border could be 
exposed to air attacks during the 
600-kiloinetre trip; 

— Price of fuel has gone too 
high for many of the penniless 
Asian and other expatriates in 
Iraq and Kuwait to hire vehicles; 

— Many of the 1.2rmillion- 
strong Egyptian and 120,000- 
strong Sudanese communities 
are farmhands married to Iraqi 
women and have settled down in 
Iraq with little contact with their 
• homeland 

"They- .may.* nert find any 
feasOn tcTfleS'a^’ldng as their 
lives’ r tfre~ direct By 

threatened,” said a Jordanian 
who frequently travels to Iraq on 
business trips. 

— Thousands of Baghdad re- 
sidents have fled to the des? 
away from the capital azV 
now in the process of ret .*ug. 
Therefore, it would tak some 
time before they manage to pull 
themselves together a.._ con- 
template leaving the besieged 
country. 

— Civilian casualties in the 


allied air raids have been surpri- 
singly low, considering the in- 
tensity of the bombings, and this 
could have encouraged many to 
remain. 

“If these theories are right, 
then we need not expect any 
massive flow nntil the war 
touches the ground,” said a 
senior international relief official 
referring to reported plans for a 
ground offensive as the next 
phase in the allied strategy to 
dislodge the Iraqi army from 
Kuwait. 

“But such a ground offensive 
could take weeks to material- 
ise,” he commented, speaking 
on condition of anonymity. 

Figures available to the Jor- 
dan Times indicated that around 
2,100 evacuees from Iraq and 
Kuwait remained in Jordan Sun- 
day evening. These included 962 
Vietnamese, 432 Sudanese, 60 
Indians, 58 Bangladeshis and 
seven Sri Lankans. 

Mohammad Yahya Maroofi, 
chief of mission of the Interna- 
tional Organisation for Migra- 
tion (IOM), said IOM was trying 
to find alternate means to send the 
evacuees home in the absence of 
. regular airline flights to and 
from Amman. 

In addition, 550 Egyptians 
also remained here awaiting fer- 
ry trips home across the Red Sea 
from Aqaba. The transit of 
Egyptians through Jordan is co- 
vered under an arrangement be- 
tween the Cairo and Amman 
governments. 

Also remaining in the King- 
dom are 456 Somali nationals 
who applied for refugee status 
with the United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR) since their arrival 
here in August. 

Some of them are housed at a 
transit camp at Azraq, 100 
kilometres northeast of Amman, 
while others are accommodated 
in apartments and hotels in and 
around the capital. 

The initial ground for the 
Somalis' approach to UNHCR 
was that they belonged to clans 
opposed to the regime of Presi- 
dent Mohammad Siad Barre in 
Mogadishu in the ongoing revolt 
and therefore faced persecution 
if they return home. 

But prospects for their n a 
< home have bri^Tened in’ v'_ w of 
''/the revolt gaining ,'th. upper 
" hand. TH rebel United Somali 
Congr *s is nowcOntroFmy most 
of ’ toga** * r ' nting 
v uch j' ..j Dec. ou. 

There are also a handful of 
Lifrcpians and Liberians who 
.main in Jordan after 
approaching UNHCR for asy- 
lum. 

Jordan has an unblemished 
record of respecting the code of 
political refuge by not repatriat- 
ing anyone to any destination 
against his or her wish, accord- 
ing to UNHCR officials? 



AIRING ANGER: A group of Jordanian 
women Sunday staged a sit-in near the American 
Embassy to protest the American aggression on 
Iraq. The women carried placards and shouted 


slogans denouncing the Zionist attack against Iraq 
and rejecting foreign intervention in Arab affairs 
(Petra photo) 


U.N. officials thank King; 
government, parliament 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Heads of 
United Nations agencies operat- 
ing in Jordan Sunday called on 
the speaker of the Lower House 
of Parliament. Abdul Latif Ara- 
biyat and briefed him on their 
services and duties in the current 
adverse conditions. 

They also expressed apprecia- 
tion of His Majesty King Hus- 
sein's nation-wide address last 
Tuesday in which he voiced Jor- 
dan's readiness to give full pro- 
tection to foreign nationals in 
Jordan and lauded parliament's 
help to United Nations agencies 
to help them cany out their 
operations in Jordan. 

Arabiyat said Jordan appreci- 
ates the role of the United Na- 
tions organisations i r their 
humanitarian assist?.. ce and so- 
cial and educational services. 

He said that Jordan was keen 
on retaining strong and unique 
relations with world ionisa- 
tions, but parliame had re- 
servations about .i» Security 
Council whose -test series of 
resolutions v .re exploited by 


the super powers to achieve their 
own seflisb interests. 

Arabiyat stressed that Jordan 
was giving due care for and 
respect to all foreign nationals 
and international organisations 
and diplomatic missions operat- 
ing m Jordan, and that Jorda- 
nian people would remain hos- 
pitable to foreigners as ever. 

The Jordanian people, Arabiyat 
added, realise the role played by 
the United Nations organisa- 
tions in the Kingdom and are 
willing to fully cooperate with’ 
each one of them to achieve the 
aspired success. 

The delegation included Un- 
ited Nations Development Prog- 
ramme Director-General Ali 
' uqa, and heads of United Na- 
tions Children’s Fund, United 
Nations Relief and Works Agen- 
cy as well as the liaison officer at 
the United Nations truce super- 
vision organisation and the head 
of the United Nations Disaster 
and Relief Organisation. 

Arabiyat earlier sent a cable 
to the speaker of the French 


national assembly expressing 
Jordan's shock at France's in- 
volvement in military operations 
against Iraq. 

Franco-Arab relations have 
always been marked with cor- 
diality and understanding, and 
the Arab and French people 
have always maintained strong 
economic and social ties, said 
Arabiyat in his cable. 

“What deepened and in- 
creased the Arab people's feel- 
ings of bittereness is the approv- 
al accorded by the French 
national assembly allowing 
French forces to launch aggres- 
sion on Iraq, said Arabiyat. 

He said that common French- 
Arab interests should prompt 
France to pull out its forces from 
the Gulf and use its international 
influence to solve the issue 
peacefully. 

Arabiyat also Sunday sent a 
cable to His Holiness Pope John 
Paul II calling on him to inter- 
vene and stop the Gulf war so 
that the problem can be settled 
through peaceful means. 


Hundreds of evacuees arrive in Jordan 


A ' JVlAN (J.T.) — A "total of 
J28 evacuees crossed into Jor- 
dan through the Rnweished bor- 
der post near the Jprdanian- 
Iraqi border-. Sunday, according 
iO; a spokesman foe the 1 . Public 
Secuijtjj 'Department 
. Tfie' spokesman ‘said". that cros- 
sing both ways through 
Ruweisbed was far lower in level 
than those of the past months 
following Iraq’s takeover of 
Kuwait. 

But according to the spokes- 
man, the police and other con- 
cerned authorities at the border 
post have taken all necessary 
arrangements for receiving the 
evacuees ranting from Iraq and 
Kuwait and settling them in 
camps prior to their repatriation 


in cooperation with the interna- 
tional organisations. 

The evacuees were allowed in 
following a general agreement 
c_ concluded betwween Jordan and 
concerned international 
^^ar^anisations which pledged to 
J 'raver' the whole cost of food, 
transport and medical services 
for the evacuees en route to their 
homeland. 

In Aqaba meanwhile, 
arrangements have been made 
for receiving evacuees on their 
way to Egypt, Sudan and Ye- 
men. 

A statement in Aqaba said 
that evacuees began arriving at 
the port city where camps were 
pitched to house them before 
they can be. repatriated by air 


and sea. The camps have been 
fully equipped to house 
Sudanese, Egyptians and Yeme- 
nis, the statement noted. 

. The Civil Defence Depart- 
. ment in : Aqaba, said its centres 
were operating. 24 hours a day 
providing first aid and other 
necessary services in emergency 
cases to ail evacuees. 

In Amman. Jordan National 
Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) 
President Ahmad Abu Qoura 
said that he received messages 
from the Red Cross societies of 
Denmark, Finland, Norway. 
Sweden and Iceland expressing 
readiness to help the JNRCS 
carry out its humanitarian mis- 
sion under the present circumst- 
ances. 


Committee proposes two- week ceasefire 


By Nor Sat! 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The committee of 
Arab- Americans against U.S. In- 
tervention in the Gulf Sunday 
called for an immediate ceasefire 
lasting for ar least two weeks in 
the four-day old Gulf war to 
make way for negotiations to 
replace violence. 

The call was made at a press 
conference held by Dr. Moham- 
mad Saed, chairman of the new- 
ly formed committee. Dr. Saed, 
who has visited Iraq and Kuwait 
at least twice since Agu. 2 Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait, said he be- 
lieved that the ongoing military 
conflict would expand and en- 
gulf other Arab and Muslim 
countries supportive of Iraq. 

These- countries, he said, 
“win send troops to fight against 
the American led coalition in the 
Gulf and Muslims would stage a 
holy war against foreign in- 
tervention in the holy places.” 

“The committee against the 
U.S. intervention in the Gulf has 
agreed that the only way to solve 


the Gulf crisis is to halt the war 
for two weeks in order to give 
peace a chance and to pave the 
way for negotiations. Some peo- 
ple may say that it would give 
President Saddam Hussein a 
chance to regroup, but tben 
President Bush would have 
enough time to get out of the 
‘messy box' he put himself into,” 
Saed, who resides in Ephrata. 
Washington state told the con- 
ference. 

Saed was in Iraq and Kuwait 
when the war broke out and also 
during the pre-war crisis. While 
reports were issued on the “atro- 
cities” Iraq was inflicting on the 
Kuwaiti citizens, Saed told the 
press conference that “I went 
around to see if the reports had 
any credibility.” As a physician, 
he said, “I conducted interviews 
with doctors and other staff at 
Kuwaiti hospitals and found the 
reports were baseless.” 

According to reports, the Ira- 
qis cut off water supplies to 
hospitals, stole incubators to 
Baghdad from Kuwait, looted 


houses and countless other off- 
ences. 

“I was there and it is not 
true,” said Saed. He added that: 
“Amnesty International report 
was very political and American 
President (George Bush) seized 
this opportunity to launch a war 
agaisnt Iraq. 

Saed pointed out that one of 
the problems between the Arabs 
and the West was a cultural one. 
“Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein may not understand the 
West but Bush understands 
less.” When Bush says “kick him 
(Saddam) in the ass” and “I had 
it with Saddam Hussein" it be- 
comes a personal vendetta, it is 
very insulting, Saed asserted. 

Asked about the linkage of 
the Palestinian question, Saed 
said that “this issue would al- 
ways be linked no matter what 
anyone says." The ones pushing 
for the United States to go to 
war were the Israelis. “In the 
United States, the people 
against the Gulf war were the 
Christians, it was only pro- 


Israelis who were for the war,” 
Saed affirmed. 

The press conference, intend- 
ing to show the other (Iraqi) side 
of the crisis, brought outrage 
from the foreign media attend- 
ing the conference. 

One apparently American 
journalist stood up and asked 
“are you saying you support 
Saddam. Are you saying Amer- 
icans have double standards?” 
The extent of sniggering and 
murmurs from the audience and 
with the limited English lan- 
guage capability Saed had, he 
was left unable to answer jour- 
nalists criticism. 

The conference blew out of 
proportion however when one 
Jordanian citizen took the initia- 
tive to inform the foreign media 
that “since yon do not know 
about the ethnic groups in Iraq, 
let me tell them to you.” 

The bickering went on until it 
was abruptly broken off by a 
journalist asking to see the video 
tapes which were not seen by 
many journalists who had lost 
interest by then. 




Jordanian unionists describe 
steadfastness of Iraqi people 


’ AMMAN (J.T.) — President of 
the central council of the Gener- 
al Federation of Jordanian 

- Trade Unions, Mohammad 
■. Samih, and secretary of the 

' General Services Union, Ahmad 

. Al Khudari Sunday affirmed 
1. that the Iraqis were determined 
“ to secure victory through safe— 
guarding their national front, 
1 increasing production and de- 
fending their country. 

' Samih and Khudari, who were 
' in Baghdad on Jan. 17 when war 
,• broke out, said the moral of the 
r Iraqi people was very high and 

- that people were dancing in the 

'• streets in expression of their 

. longing for the great battle. 

; They said life was normal in 
; Baghdad and people were going 


to their work without disruption. 

Prod action has increased be- 
cause workers wanted to contri- 
bute to the battle by enhancing 
their work, Samih and Khudari 
noted. 

Khudari said that trade unions 
had formed working and - 
emergency committees in work 
sites to deal with any emergency. 
He added that hotel owners 
were ready to put their hotels at 
the disposal of the committees 
for that purpose. 

Samih, Khudari and 95 other 
Jordanians took part in a peace 
march organised in Baghdad last 
week. They carried with them 
medical supplies 
Also returning to Amman Fri- 
day were some Arab women 


who were aboard the peace-ship 
(Jbn KhaJdoun), which carried 
mflk and medicine to the Iraqi 
children. 

The ship, which was inter- 
cepted and exposed to harass- 
ment by the U.S. Navy, bad 320 
women on board. The women 
came from 12 Arab countries. 

Head of the Libyan delega- 
tion, Zahra Abu Al Qasem de- 
scribed the suffering of the 
women aboard the ship, saying 
that such suffering was only a 
symbol of the suffering of the 
Arab Nation. 

She expressed dismay at the 
Arab silence over the bad and 
barbaric treatment they received 
at the hands of marines on Dec. 
26. 


The Arab women have de- 
monstrated courage in the face 
of harassment they received by 
the Americans. 

She called on Arabs to skip 
their differences and to unite to 
repiuse the barbaric aggression 
against the whole Arab Nation. 

Head of the Sudanese delega- 
tion, Alawiya Mousa, said the 
U.S. marines broke into the ship 
and fought with the passengers. 

This inhuman treatment clear- 
ly exposes the ar tific i a l Western 
civilisation, she added. 

Despite all difficulties and 
problems, the mission has 
achieved its objectives in expos- 
ing the uncivilised manner in 
which the West dealt with Arab 
women, she concluded. 


Brotherhood 
heightens 
campaign 
for Iraq 

AMMAN (J.T.) — The Muslim 
Brotherhood group Sunday cal- 
led on all Arab and Muslim 
nations to support Iraq and to 
take pan in the ongoing battle 
between the Iraqi forces and the 
U.S.-led alliance. 

In a statement issued here, the 
group said that the objectives 
and purposes of the aggression 
against Iraq are clear and that 
there was no justification for 
anybody to say that he ignores 
the facts or the genuine pur- 
poses. 

The statement said the world 
has been divided into two 
camps; the camp of the infidels 
and the camp of faithful and 
jihad. 

Jordan win remain the land of 
steadfastness and mobilisation, 
and its people has announced 
they will be the pioneer of those 
wbo will counter the evil plans 
and greeds in the region. 

Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Minister Ibrahim Zeid' Al Kilani 
Sunday said that Jordan would 
be ready to repulse any aggres- 
sion against its territory, and 
warned Israel not to expand the 
scope of war because it will not 
be in its interest to do so. 

In an interview with a British 
Television network, Kilani said 
Arabs belong to one nation and 
that they share the feeling of 
responsibility towards their kins- 
men in Palestine. 

Kilani said the King's 
position is that of the Jordanian 
people. 

He noted that the Gulf crisis is 
an inter-Arab issue, which 
should have been dealt with by 
the Arabs fhmsetves. 

Kilani added: “If Arabs lis- 
tened to King Hussein's advice 
during the Cairo summit, the 
world could have avoided havo- 
cs Of a devastating war. 


Government steps up effort to stop war 

Senators slam U.S. 
and its Arab allies 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jorda- 
nian government is currently 
holding consultations with 
numerous Arab and Islamic na- 
tions to reach a formula through 
the United Nations Security 
Council to bait the ongoing war 
in the Gulf and end the aggres- 
sion on Iraq, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Interior Minister 
Salem Masaadeh announced 
Sunday. 

Jordan is seeking a peaceful 
solution for the Gulf issue; and it 
will be cooperating steps with 
other states to achieve that goal 
as soon as possible, Mr. 
Masaadeh said in a statement to 
the Upper House of Parliament. 

The minister voiced apprecia- 
tion of the Jordanian people's 
contributions to the Peoples’ 
Army and urged citizens to offer 
donations to the nation's efforts 
to deal with- the present 
emergency situation through a 
special committee which has 
been set up to operate in coor- 
dination with provincial gov- 
ernors. 

Reviewing the civil defence 
department’s activities, 
Masaadeh said that nearly 
130,000 Jordanian citizens have 
recieved training in civil defence 
operations over the past four 
months to help deal with any 
emergency. 

The minister gave his remarks 
after several House members 
made speeches tackling the pre- 
sent situation m the Gulf. 

The Senate approved of a 
proposal submitted by House 
member Ahmad Obeidat calling 
on the government to summon 
the ambassadors of Syria, Egypt, 
Turkey and Pakistan to obtain 
clarification from their govern- 
ments about their positions with 
regard to the U.S.-led aggres- 
sion on Iraq. 

Senators who addressed the 
session Sunday heaped scorn on 
Arab leaders allied with the Un- 
ited States in the war against 
Iraq. 

“Shame on the Arab Nation 
and its leaders who are only 


standing and watching the 
onslaught against Iraq,” said 
Nawaf Al Qadi, an independent 
bedouin member of the 40-seat 
Senate. 

“I urge the Arab Nation to 
rise against these treacherous 
Arab leaders and crush them,” 
he said, adding that Iraq had 
always defended the Arab 
World against aggression and 
had sent troops to help Syria 
during the 1973 Arab-Israeli 
war. 

The Senate called Sunday for a 
halt to hostilities and a negoti- 
ated settlement. A resolution by 
the Lower House Friday 
branded the United States a 
“Great Satan". 

The Senate voiced support for 
Iraq and said the U.S.-led attack 
was aimed at destroying its milit- 
ary capabilities, continuing 
Western oppression of the 
Palestinians and Arabs and con- 
trolling Arab wealth. 

Pro-Iraqi feelings arc running 
high in the Kingdom and the 
Senate speeches reflected papu- 
lar anger against Arab countries 
allied with Washington. 

Hammad Al Farhan. a leading 
Arab nationalist, said the aim of 
the attack on Iraq was not to 
liberate Kuwait but to impose 
Western hegemony on the re- 
gion. 

“The assault is launched from 
an Arab country and under Arab 
cover and I find it very hard for 
Arab history to wipe out the 
names of those leaders who col- 
laborated against their nation,” 
he said. 

Amin Shukeir. a leader of the 
pro-Iraqi Baathist Party in Jor- 
dan. said anti-Iraq Arab leaders 
had become tools in the hands of 
enemies. 

“Where is Syria in all this and 
what is it doing?" asked Ali Abu 
Nuwwar, a former armed forces 
chief of staff. 

“Syria should pull its troops of 
the Western coalition army and 
stand by Iraq in the face of 
America and Zionism.” said 
Ishaq Al Farhan, a leading mem- 


ber of Jordan’s powerful Muslim 
Brotherhood. 

Following the session the Sen- 
ate issued a statement voicing 
absolute support for the Iraqi 
heroic stand in the face of Amer- 
ican aggression and calling on the 
Arab and Islamic nations to rally 
to the aid of the Iraqi people 
to thwart America’s drive to 
impose hegemony on the Arab 
Nation. 

The Senate statement express- 
ed support for His Majesty King 
Hussein's call on the internation- 
al community to take speedy 
measures for halting the war and 
open the way of serious efforts 
to solve the crisis peacefully. 

The American aggression on 
Iraq came at a critical moment in 
the Arab Nation's history, and at 
a time when the Iraqi military 
and scientific power was growing 
in strength and intensity giving 
support for the Arab and Islamic 
renaissance, the statement 
noted. 

But, it said, the United States 
was able through influencing the* 
Security Council to impose hege- 
mony on the Council's resolu- 
tions at a time when the Soviet 
Union was absent from the 
world political scene, and has 
succeeded in imposing a block- 
ade on Iraq in collaboration with 
its allies and the enemies of tbe 
Arab Nation. 

The statement said: “The Up- 
per House of Parliament in Jor- 
dan strongly condemns the bar- 
baric onslaught by U.S. Presi- 
dent George Bush against the 
Iraqi people and the Arab and 
Islamic rights and interests.” It 
continued that U.S. actions con- 
tradict the basic human rightsand 
the principles of peace and 
security. 

The statement expresed deep 
pride in the heroic stand of the 
Iraqi people and urged all Jorda- 
nian citizens to contribute active- 
ly towards the national effort 
under the present circumstances 
and help with the national mobi- 
lisation in support of the govern- 
ment’s endeavours. 


Syria under fire in Jordan press 


Hi <>• 1 By Ghadeer Taber 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Jordanian news- 
papers launched a scathing 
attack against Syria Sunday after 
Damascus indicated that Iraq's 
missile strikes on Israel did not 
change Syria’s role in the multi- 
national coalition against Iraq. 

In the first criticism of its kind 
against Syria since the beginning 
of the Gulf crisis, columnists 
assailed Syrian Information 
Minister Mohammad Salman's 
statement that Damascus would 
fight alongside Iraq against 
Israel, only if Tel Aviv attacked 
first. 

Syria, still technically at war 
with Israel, earlier said that it 
would defend any Arab country, 
even Iraq, if Israel enters the 
Gulf war. 

"The problem is that until 
recently, Syria branded the U.S. 
as an imperialist and described 
Israel as a Zionist entity and 
(Yitzhak) Shamir as the terrorist 
prime minister of Israel," Col- 
umnist Fahd Al Fanek wrote in 
the Arabic daily Al Ra’i. “What 
has happened to make Israel a 
recognised state that no one 
should attack even if it occupies 
the lands of three Arab states, 
including Syrian land?” 

He said that before Mr. Sal- 
man's statement, Israel's 


occupation oF the’ Wesr Bank, 
the Gaza Strip, the Golan 
Heights and southern Lebanon 
was regarded as an aggression 
that “legitimises an Arab re- 
sponse at any time... then we 
must consider the October war 
to liberate the Golan Heights as 
an aggression because. Syria 
started the war.” 

Describing the intifada as an 
ongoing sixth Arab-Israeli war. 
Dr. FanJk asked “does Syrian 
information minister call the 
Palestinian intifada aggression 
against the Israeli (defence) 
forces because the Palestinian 
people started it." 

Abdul Rahim Omar, in a col- 
umn also in Al Ra'i, wrote: 
“Those Americanised Arabs 
seem to have forgotten what 
they used to preach about im- 
perialism, Zionism and libera- 
tion... those responsible in Syria 
must have forgotten that they 
were the masters of rhetoric 
from behind microphones, lead- 
ers of the liberation battles over 
the air waves and inventors of 
the idea of strategic balance with 
the Israeli enemy." 

“If Syria says no Arab state 
should start an attack against or 
provoke Israel, then how do the 
rulers of Damascus intend to 
liberate Palestine, and, if you 
will, the Golan, without attack- 
ing or provoking Israel?” 

Al Dustour dailv, columnist 


Mohammad Jayousi predicted 
the Arab leaders participating in 
the anti-Iraq coalition “will 
fall.” 

Arafat Hijazi, writing in Sawt 
Al Shaab, echoed the same 
theme and said the people of 
Syria, Saudi Arabia and Egypt 
will inevitably turn against their 
regimes to become the real force 
behind Iraq. 

“The Saudi, Egyptian and Sy- 
rian people will lead the Arab 
and Islamic people behind Iraq 
after it has humiliated Israel," 
Mr. Hijazi said. 

The attack on Syria in the 
Jordanian press coincided with 
Syria’s escalation of its media 
war against Iraq. State-owned 
Syrian newspaper Sunday de- 
scribed Iraq's missile attacks 
against Israel as “absurd theat- 
rical movements" aimed at en- 
gulfing other Arabs in the 
“horrible” crisis. 

“If the Iraqi president is deter- 
mined to fight on. betting on 
reshuffling the cards through fir- 
ing a few missiles on Israel... 
then his bet is definitely a lost 
one,” Al Thawra said Sunday. 

In an editorial, Al Thawra 
asserted that Iraq's President 
Saddam Hussein “was defying 
the Arab. Muslim and interna- 
tional worlds in a blustering 
arrogance only present in 3 phe- 
nomenon of meglomania.” 


Minister inspects Jordan Valley hospitals 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Adrian AJ Jaljouti Sun- 
day inspected hospitals in North 
and South Shoimeh and was 
briefed on tbe preparations 
made by the two hospitals to 
deal with any emergency. The 
minister voiced satisfaction with 
the level of arrangements made, 
saying that “such arrangements 
would meet the needs of the 
region in normal and emergency 
situations. 

Jaljouli said the ministry was 


working, within its resources, to 
provide these hospitals with 
opticians and orthopaedics. 

The minister visited the health 
department in the North 
Shouneh district and was briefed 
on the emergency plan, which 
calls for mobilising four health 
centres for the purpose of per- 
forming first aid and evacuation 
of injuries. 

In South Shouneh, the minis- 
ter met with Lower and Upper 
House members and hospital 


staff and discussed with them the 
emergency preparations in the 
district. 

The minister called on all hos- 
pital personnel to make every 
possible effort to provide the 
best services to the citizens. 

The South Shouneh mayor 
offered one of the municipality’s 
cars for use by die hospital in 
emergency. 

The minister also visited 
Maaddi health centre in Deir 
Alla. 


College for engineering accredited 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Thd Ministry 
of Higher Education announced 
Sunday that the Amman College 
for Engineering has been trans- 
formed into a fully fledged uni- 
versity college for applied en- 
gineering and will award its 
graduates BSC degrees. 

The Council for Higher 
Education (CHE) has taken this 
step in order to provide the 
country with applied engineering 
personnel who are in demand at 
present in Jordan and abroad, a 
senior ministry official said. 
Graduates of the new college 


will automatically be recognised 
by and registered' with the Jorda- 
nian Engineers Association 
(JEA), the official said. The new 
college, the official noted, is 
offering courses in branches of 
applied engineering which in- 
clude electromechanics, aircon- 
ditioning. refrigeration, central 
heating, chemical industries, 
computers, electricity, road and 
bridge construction and treat- 
ment of waste water. 

The official said that the new 
university college has not yet 
issued its statutes due to the 


delay in the completion of the 
higher education law which is 
still pending approval by the 
Lower House of Parliament. 

He noted however, that the 
Ministry of Higher Education 
can see no obstacle in the way of 
the training courses and students 
will be able to follow their 
courses on schedule and accord- 
ing to the set timetable. 

He said that the various facili- 
ties and laboratories and work- 
shops for applied engineering 
training were installed in the 
1989-90 academic year. 
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In war: First 
victim is truth 


A CLEAR picture of the war in the Gulf is still difficult to 
assemble. The gap re mains too large between what the two 
sides are saying for anyone to claim any success in 
discerning accurately the situation on the ground. What is 
evident, however, is that the Americans have been too 
optimistic about their chances of winning the war “rapidly 
and decisively.*’ 

If we are to go by what U.S. officials have been saying, the 
war would be over by now, in favour of the U.S. of course. 
But we should not be so naive as to believe that America’s 
six-month -old war of nerves against Iraq and its president 
has not spilled over into the war days as well. 

Saddam Hussein gave a speech to his people yesterday in 
which he volunteered to state that Iraq’s military might is 
still largely intact, and that his greater response to the 
aggression against his country is yet to come. 

Depending on one’s perspectives, one chooses to believe 
what one wants. However, our feeling is that the Iraqi 
president was telling the truth when he said Iraq had indeed 
prepared for a long war and did in fact base its strategy on 
absorbing the first strike which the Americans launched 
rather than start the war itself. 

If this needs proof, consider what actually happened 
during the first two days of the war. On Jan. 17 the 
Americans contended that Iraq's air force was totally 
destroyed. It turned out that it was not as the Americans 
themselves went back on their word only hoars later. 

Also on the first day of the war Iraq’s elite Republican 
Guards were decimated, according to Pentagon communi- 
ques at the time. Hie second day they were annihilated. The 
third day, however,, it was attacked. Just how an annihi- 
lated, decimated army can be. attacked afterwards is 
something we cannettdeally understand. But this is the way 
the Americans are telling their story. How do they expect 
anybody to believe them? 

The same applies to Iraqi Scuds and to spreading 
rumours that Iraq was about to surrender. 

But turning to Iraq once again: Saddam Hussein’s 
promise that his army was still strong and capable of 
retaliating materialised In only a matter of hours. Within 
the space of minutes, Iraqi missiles feQ on Riyadh, Dhahran 
and Bahrain. Those rockets were no less than the Scuds that 
the Americans were supposed to have destroyed in the initial 
wave of attacks on Jan. 17. 

There is a story to be told here: Other than keeping a tight 
lid on their casualties, the Bush administration Is misin- 
forming its own people of what is really happening in the 
theatre of operations in the Gulf. The Iraqis, on the other 
hand, may not be informing us or their people accurately on 
,tfae progress of the war and their own losses. Bat at least 
they have not gone as far as the Americans in misleading os. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


IN REMARKS at a press conference Saturday, His Majesty King 
Hussein urged concerned parties and the international community 
to help stop the conflL: •' Gulf and open the door for just 
peace, A1 Ra'i daily said Sunaa,. in his statement, the King was 
careful to remind the world that the devastating war in the Gulf 
has so far witnessed the use of explosives hitting Iraqi positiors 
equal in magnitude to the nuclear bomb dropped on Hiroshima in 
Japan in the Second World War, the paper noted. The King’s call 
to the world to take action and stop the war was meant to make 
the world community realise the scale of destruction which wars 
do to nations and that they can never make peace or impose 
capitulation on others, but tend to sow hatred and malice, the 
paper pointed out. Those involved in the aggression on Traq, the 
paper said, should realise that the war could spread with the most 
devastating consequences on the interests of many parties and the 
world's economy, the paper said. It stressed that there is no 
alternative to political dialogue and negotiations and there is no 
alternative to settling the Palestine question along with the Gulf 
issue and other problems plaguing the Arab region if a just peace 
is to be achieved. 

A columnist in A1 Ra’i daily says that had it not been for Jordan 
Radio and Television, the local listeners would not have known 
the truth about the ongoing scenario in the Gulf simply because 
neighbouring Arab radio stations are competing with one another 
in order to show as much hostility towards Iraq as does the Israeli 
radio. Fakhri Kawar says that radio stations and foreign news 
agencies have been propagating hostile reports about Iraq and 
regrettably Arab radio stations except for Jordan Radio have 
been aiding these stations in their propaganda campaign on Iraq. 
These Arab radio stations are located in the capitals of those 
states which stand against Arab unity and are arrayed behind the 
United States which is waging aggression on Iraq, says the writer. 
Kawar says it is incumbent upon the Jordanian public to remain 
vigilant and listen to thfe voice of reason coming from Radio 
Jordan and Baghdad to know the truth about the present fighting 
in the Gulf region. Radio Jordan has been realistic in dealing with 
news reports without exaggeration and without deceiving the 
listeners, he adds. The writer calls on the public to fight all hostile 
rumours and enemy propaganda campaigns and urges the 
Ministry of Information to allow Radio Jordan and Jordan 
Television to extend their broadcasting hours so as to offer the 
listeners more coverage and more truth. 


Americans and Patriots: Israel swallows the pill 


By George S. Hawatmeh 


Dr. Ralph Bunch, the late in- 
ternational statesman who 
served as acting U.N. mediator 
in the Middle East in 1948-49, 
once said: ■‘The Israelis know 
very well when to start, but to 
their misfortune they do not 
know where to stop. This has 
been the cause of their tragedy 
throughout history.” 

Dr. Bunch did not live long 
enough to see Israel's involve- 
ment in the war for the Gulf 
today. If he did, he would 
probably think that his state- 
ment was never more right and 
applicable than in the current 
crisis. 

The world had a golden 
opportunity not only to solve 
the Gulf crisis, but also the 
Palestinian problem, just be- 
fore U.S. President George 
Bush ordered his and his allies' 
troops into action against Iraq 
on Jan. 17. 

The Israelis, and of course 


their American backers, saw it 
differently. This was an oppor- 
tunity not for peace but to 
assert their hegemony over the 
whole area. A new world and 
regional order could be built on 
the ashes of the Saddam 
Empire. Hie stage would then 
be set for the powerful Israeli- 
American combine to dominate 
the scene for many years to 
come or even probably for 
ever. To them war was the 
answer. 

Only five days have passed 
since the start of that mad 
onslaught against Iraq and its 
people, and it is thus too soon 
to claim that anybody has a 
clear sight of the picture. 

It is nevertheless necessary 
and timely to draw one. rather 
important, conclusion from 
what has already taken place on 
the ground here in the Middle 
East. 

Israel wanted a war against 


Iraq started, yet did not know 
that one of the main premises 
upon which the Jewish state 
predicated its whole existence 
has become the war’s first ma- 
jor victim. 

Since the creation of their 
state in 1948. the Israelis had 
always prided themselves in 
and frequently boasted about 
the fact that they would never 
look for anyone to fight their 
battles; that they would them- 
selves take care of their security 
needs, and that they are fully 
capable of ensuring their safety 
and defence all on their own. 

They stated and stressed this 
to everybody, but especially to 
the Americans. They some- 
times went further Israel is not 
only able to and confident that 
it can defend itself without a 
gentile lifting a finger to help; it 
can also fight the Soviet Union 
alongside or on behalf of the 
Americans. 


Such arrogance sold well — 
until the first Scud missiles 
started foiling on Haifa and Tel 
Aviv early on Friday. AfteT a 
largely superficial and ceremo- 
nial debate on whether to send 
their air force to retaliate 
against Iraq, the Israelis suc- 
cumbed to the inevitable. They 
decided to call in American 
troops to defend them. Israel, 
the mightiest military power in 
the Middle East which had al- 
ways insisted on self- 
protection. has finally admitted 
its weakness and vulnerability. 
Everything in its possession, 
including American-made tech- 
nological and military superior- 
ity over the Arabs, was not 
enough to protect the state 
from missile attacks launched 
by a country that has been 
under total siege for six months 
and under the heaviest aerial 
bombardment in history. 

As if it was not enough for 


the Israeli leaders to quietly 
swallow their pride and take 
back everything they had said 
about their indigenous invinci- 
bility, they also had to show 
film of the Patriot missiles’ 
arrival in Israel, escorted of 
course by the very American 
soldiers whose intervention on 
behalf of the Jewish state the 
Israelis had always spumed. 

Gloating over this major 
Israeli failure is tempting but 
not sufficient. There has to be a 
lesson that the Israelis have to 
learn from all of this. It is 
essentially the same old. mes- 
sage that peace-makers and 
people of goodwill have always 
tried to get across to them — 
without success. Military might 
alone can never ensure for a 
state its security. The desire of 
one country for absolute secur- 
ity means absolute insecurity 
for all the others. The nation 
born by the sword must live by 


Israel must understand that 
the logic of force on which it 
has always retied, without even 
attempting to reach a peaceful 
solution to the Palestinian 
problem, is ultimately fatal and 
self-destroying. 

Having swallowed a bitter 
pill, and suffered immense 
psychological damage, in only a 
few days’ of fighting in the 
Gulf, the Israelis can imagine 
what is likely to happen if this 
war escalates into the use of 
mass destruction weapons. 
Their legendary myopia should 
not prevent them from thinking; 
beyond this war either. 

Those who are underwriting 
Israeli intransigence and giving 
her a false sense of security- 
should equally know that en- 
couraging Israel to stay its 
sent course can only lead to- 
wards her, and possibly their 
own, destruction. 


Ozal, military reported at odds over war 


By Jonathan C. Randal 

ANKARA — U.S. warplanes 
based at a Turkish air base 
bombed targets in Iraq early this 
morning. Western diplomats 
said, sparking a dispute over the 
nature of their mission and re- 
portedly reviving longstanding 
tensions between President Tur- 
gut Ozal and his military com- 
mand. 

Hours after the Turkish parlia- 
ment granted war powers to Oz- 
al 's government and authorised 
U.S. planes to launch offensive 
strikes from Incirlik Air Base, 
near the southeastern city of 
Adana. Turkish journalists re- 
ported between 25 and Ifl U.S. 
planes taking off at 1:00 a.m. 
from the base and landing there 
three hours later. The parlia- 
ment's action overrode portions 
of a treaty between Turkey and 
the Unired States that said the 
base could only be useJ for 
NATO operations. 

Turkey's Foreign Ministry in- 
itially described the operation as 
“night training mission." and a 
U.S. Air Force spokeswoman de- 
clined to comment on “opera- 
tions at this time." 

But Western diplomats con- 
firmed that the aircraft bombed 
targets in Iraq. They said some of 
the planes refuelled at another 
NATO air base at Batman, less 
than 90 miles northwest of Tur- 
key's 206-mile border with Iraq; 
Incirlik is 440 miles from the 
frontier. 

Turkish newspapers reported 
that the planes had attacked Iraqi 
mobile missile launchers. 

By later afternoon . the Foreign 
Ministry said U.S. use of Turkish 
bases had been “expanded." 
while insisting that Turkey did 
not intend to attack Iraq unless 
attacked itself. 

Appearing on television 
tonight, Ozal reasserted that the 
U.S. planes had been on a train- 
ing mission, then said that they 
“might have gone on.” 

Apparently angered by the 
changing government descrip- 
tions of the raids, the Turkish 
General Staff issued an unusually 
blunt statement denouncing gov- 
ernment efforts to make the milit- 
ary assume responsibility for de- 
ciding what role the Turkish- 
based planes may play in the 


U.S.-led war against Iraq. 

Coming six weeks after Gen. 
Necip Torumtay, chief of Tur- 
key's General Staff, resigned in 
reported protest against being 
largely cut out of negotiations on 
military cooperation with the Un- 
ited States, the military com- 
mand's statement appeared to be 
another warning of displeasure 
with Ozal’s Gulf policy. 

The General Staffs principal 
objection appeared to be the 
Ozal -dominated cabinet's deci- 
sion Thursday night to make the 
military command responsible for 
approving the use of Turkish 
bases for American strikes 
against Iraq. Government 
spokesman Mehmet Yazar 
announced that “we don't have to 
wait for an attack to use foreign 
forces at the bases because the 
Turkish General Staff has been 
given the required instructions 
regarding the bases." 

The General Staff responded 
with a statement saying it “has 
been given no authority to autho- 
rise or prevenr United States 
aircraft based at Incirlik from 
taking off.” 

“In no democratic country in 
the the world does a General 
Staff have such authority,” it 
added. . ‘.‘Traditionally, the gov- 
ernment gives the Turkish Gener- 
al Staff an order and the (General 
Staff) operates accordingly." 

Informed sources said that a 
number of key generals held a 
long meeting Thursday night. Af- 
ter midnight, according to the 
semi-official Anatolia news agen- 
cy, the Turkish air force comman- 
der, Gen. Siyani Tastan. and 
Gen. Dogan Gunes. Torumlay’s 
successor as chief of staff, con- 
sulted first with Prime Minister 
Yildirim Akbulut and later with 
Ozal. 

Particularly angering the Tur- 
kish military, informed sources 
said, was Ozal's reported deter- 
mination to involve Turkey in the 
war in apparent violation of a 
Turkish policy of “peace at 
home, peace with the world," 
first voiced by Mustafa Kemal 
Ataturk. founder of the modern 
Turkish state. Turkey has been a 
staunch member of NATO, 
guarding the alliance's southern 
flank against the Soviet threat for 
more than 40 years, but tradi- 
tionally has wanted no Dart in its 


LETTERS 

A call to the Arab and 
Islamic World 

IN these days our Arab and Islamic World have become subject 
to an unprecedented brutal and fierce annihilation and destruc- 
tion campaign lead by the devil symbol, the United States, and its 
cheap ridiculously manipulated allies from all over the world. 

The apparent target for this brutal campaign is our brother 
country Iraq, but it is quite obvious that the main target is what 
Iraq represents: Islam and Islamic power that might threaten the 
Imperialist- Zionist domination and interests in the area and in the 
whole world. 

It was not enough for the Imperialist-Zionist circuits to see A! 
Aqsa Mosque suffering under Israeli occupation, they are now 
taking full attack on Islam last sites of Mecca and Medina to kill 
the Islam and the Islamic spirits and suppress Muslim forever. 
These targets can be brought about by occupying the holv lands in 
the Arab Peninsula, protect and strengthen Israel and wipe out 
any Arab or Islamic power in the area. 

The USA ugly coalition has already deprived Arab and Islamic 
nations from their oil wealth and has turned the local regimes into 
dummy slaves serving the Imperialist-Zionist interests and 
obeying their orders. 

Tens of thousands of tonnes of devastating bombs are falling 
daily on our Muslim brothers in Iraq, thousands of the most 
sophisticated death carrying warplanes, long and medium range 
rockets of all kinds are killing children, women and Innocent old 
people just for the sake of killing and destroying, in a coward 
unjust and unholly destruction campaign. 

In the light of the above and before it becomes too late we call 
on your conscious and your minds to stand up and protest by 
every means available to stop the brutal campaign of destruction 
against Iraq, to defend Islam and Islamic power, to save the lives 
of Muslims and to prevent the ghosts from achieving their wild 
goals. The holy war of Islam must be declared now, the satan 
should be fought and stopped. Every Muslim should stand up now 
and face bravely the danger on Islam. Hie Imperialist-Zionist 
campaign should be defeated and no doubt that God will award us 
with victory Islam will prevail. 

On behalf of onion of mine workers in Jordan 
Khaled S bream 


Arab neighbours' often- 
trubulent politics. 

There have long been tensions 
between Turkey's civilian govern- 
ment and its armed forces, which 
have seized power three times 
since 1960. The most recent coup 
was staged in 1980; after two 
years, the military returned pow- 
er to a civilian government. 

Meanwhile today. Western di- 
plomatic sources reported the 
arrival of 48 additional American 
fighter aircrafts at Incirlik. That 
doubling the number of foreign 
planes allowed at the base was 
authorised Sunday when Ozal 
met Secretary of State James 
Baker here. 

Anatolia reported that the 
number of Iraqi soldiers fleeing 
across the Turkish border 
reached 28 today. A Turkish offi- 
cial said 10 soldiers took refuge in 
police stations — the Washington! 
Post. 



Turkey is now party to the war 


The following is a statement by the Turkish 
Democratic Left Party Chairman Buient Ecevit on 
Turkish parliament's vote to r giye the U:S.-led 
allies logistic support in the Ghlf. 


The decision takes in the 
Grand National Assembly yester- 
day with the votes of the ruling 
party members who act under 
orders from President Ozal, is 
dragging Turkey into the Gulf 
war and turning it into a possible 
target for Iraq. 

Soon after the voting in the 
parliament. President Ozal 
appeared all smiles in an Amer- 
ican TV interview, boastingly to 
admit that American fighter 
planes were now free to use 
Turkish territory and airspace in 
operations against Iraq. 

Turkey has been dragged into 
World War I as a result of a secret 
agreement between Commander- 
in-Chief Enver Pasha and the 
Germans which allowed two fore- 


Israel 

(Continued from page 1) 


action to respond,” to Iraqi 
attacks, Israel Television said. 

“There was no deal on bring- 
ing the Patriots to Israel." said 
Danny Naveh, an aide to De- 
fence Minister Arens. “It was in 
the framework of American wil- 
lingness to aid Israel's air de- 
fences. This is not tied to any 
Israeli obligation.” 

Washington, eager to keep 
Israel out of the Gulf war to 
safeguard its coalition with Arab 
states, rushed the Patriots to 
Israel and sent a senior delega- 
tion headed by Deputy Secretary 
of State Lawrence Eagleburger 
for a second visit in nine days. 

In a visit on Jan. 12 five days 
before U.S.-led forces launched 
massive air strikes on Iraq — 
Mr. Eagleburger tried to dis- 
suade Israel from retaliating for 
an Iraqi attack. 

After the first full cabinet 
meeting since at least 11 Iraqi 
Scud missiles hit Israeli cities, 
slightly wounding 28 people, 
cabinet members said there was 
no question of whether the Jew- 
ish state would retaliate — only 
when and how. 

“The essence of the policy is 
that Israel will exercise its right 
of retaliation in the appropriate 
time for Israeli interests,” 
Health Minister Ehud Olmert 
told reporters. 

“This right will be maintained 
by us and will be applied at the 
right place at the right time so 
that the other side will be totally 
surprised and unable to defend 
itself. I hope that it will be 
done/’ he said. 

“We feel the obligation to go 
right in there and do the job," 


ign warships to enter the Black actually taking part in the war 
Sea and attack Russia under before even distributing gas 
Ottoman flags and names. A masks to the people in the regions 
similar trick is now being played which may become the primary 

.If Turkey is attacked,, the ruling party 
members who act as subjects to President 
Ozal will carry a greater burden of respon- 
sibility than the president himself, since he 
is an “irresponsible” person in the legalistic 
sense of the term, as well as psychologically. 


even a large section of this small the government, the ruling party 
electroate is against Turkey’s in- members who act as subjects to 
volvement in the war. .,f^resident Oxriwifl carry a grea- 

Turkey now goes a step further ter burden^yf responsibility than 
than providing the USA and its^Hje presjde^i'JriBaself, since, he is 
“coalition” partners in the Gulf* an “irresponsible" person in the 
war with logistic support and is legalistic sense of the term, as 


— but this rime in the open and 
with the approval of the par- 
liamentary majority. Yet this par- 
liamentary majority is a fake one, 
representing only about twenty 
per cent of the electorate; and 

Yossi Ben-Aharon, director- 
general of Prime Minister Sha- 
mir's office, told Israel radio. 

He added: “We cannot do it in 
a vacuum. It has to be done in 
coordination with all the powers 
that are involved there. It has to 
be done in a way that will not 
widen the conflict. It has to be 
done in a way that is effective 
and produces results and not just 
to relieve oneself of one’s feeling 
of frustration.” 

Asked if Israel thought it 
could accomplish things the 
coalition had not. Hawkish Sci- 
ence Minister Yuval Neeman 
said: 

“I believe that we are capable 
of doing things that are perhaps 
somewhat better than what's 
been done.” 

Mr. Neeman, a physicist who 
helped engineer Israel’s nuclear 
programme, refused to elabo- 
rate. 

Israeli Ambassador to Bel- 
gium Avraham Primor said in 
Brussels Israel would not re- 
spond with nuclear arms to an 
Iraqi chemical weapons strike, 
reiterating the Jewish state's de- 
clared policy not to be the first to 
introduce nuclear arms to the 
Middle East. 

In Washington, the White 
House said Mr. Eagleburger was 
to discuss the situation “in light 
of the Scud missile attacks.” 

Sunday’s cabinet meeting was 
the first called by Prime Minister 
Shamir since the Gulf war 
erupted on Thursday. It came 
after the first night in three in 
which Israelis have not been 
awakened by wailing sirens sig- 
nalling a missile attack. 

Ministers arrived at the meet- 
ing with gas masks, which have 
been distributed to all Israelis as 
a defence against cberaical 
weapons. Cabinet secretary 


targets of missiles with chemical 
warheads. 


well as pyschologically. jp, 

Even if Turkey does not face 
an attack as a result of this 
decision her relations with the 
peoples of the Arab countries will 
be seriously damaged. 

During the parliamentary de- 
bate yesterday. Prime Minister 
Akubulut asserted that the 
opposition had not come forth 
with any alternative, policy for the 
Gulf crisis. This may be true with 
regard to the opposition parties 
within the parliament. But 
obviously the prime minister 
ignores the detailed and compr&->^. 
hensrve peace plan of the Demo- 


If Turkey is attacked and faces cratic Left Party simply because it 
any loss of life as a result of the is outside the parliament for the 
parliamentary decision taken at time being as a result of the 
the request of the president and distorted election system. 


Eliakim Rubinstein said the 
ministers discussed getting the 
country back to normal as quick- 
ly as possible. 

Israel acquired two other Pat- 
riot batteries several weeks ago, 
but the Israeli crew which were 
to operate the sophisticated mis- 
siles have not completed train- 
ing. 

Meanwhile, civil defence au- 
thorities lifted some restrictions 
on Israelis outside what appears 
to be Iraq’s target area. Farmers * 
were urged to return to work, 
and residents of the far south 
and north were told to resume a 
normal routine. 

Schools in Tel Aviv, other 
cities remained closed, and only 
workers in vital services went to 
work. City streets lacked their 
usual bustle and traffic. 

A curfew remained in effect in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza, confining 1.7 million 
Palestinians to their homes. 
Israel feared that the Palesti- 
nians, who support Iraq, would 
disrupt Israel's defence by stag- 
ing demonstrations. 

The United States will also 
rend an aircraft carrier to the 
Eastern Mediterranean to pro- 
tect Israel, an American televi- 
sion network, quoting Pentagon 
sources, reported Sunday 

United States has six air- 
craft carriers already j n the Gulf 
region. 

The carriers Saratoga, Mid- 
way, JobD F. Kennedy, Amer- 
ica, Theodore Roosevelt and 

Range i'^ e "turned by 
some 5,000 men and carry 75 tr* 
90 warplanes. 

General Norman Schwarz- 
kopf, commander of U.S. forw-c 
m the war, said there was no 
ireed to move more aircraft ear- 
ners into the Gulf. 

He did not confirm the move- 


ment of the aircraft carrier. 

A senior Iraqi diplomat said 
Saturday that Israel had already 
retaliated for missile attacks by 
taking part in a raid on his 
country. 

Abdul Razzak A1 Hash e mi, 
Iraq’s ambassador to France, 
made the comment in an inter- 
view from Paris ^ 

Launchers 

(Continued from page 1) ^ 

About 300 fighters and inter- 
ceptors were left on the ground 
to fight raiding Western war- 
planes.” 

The official was also quoted as 
saying chemical weapons plants 
and medium-sized nuclear rear- " 
tor were dismantled and con- 
cealed in bunkers built specially 
for such an eventuality in JP84. 

He added that eight-to-12 
metre deep shelters have been 
ouiit underground in Kuwait and 
mound Iraq’s southern city of ;•* 
isasra to accommodate 400,000 
Iraqi troops with their arms ’and 
supphes, according to A1 Diyar. . 

■ ese are m** 11 force 
^raq is saving to confront a 
ground assault by the Westenr 
alhance after the waves of des- 

223^. ^ attacks m com “ 

Pieted, the official was quoted 
as saying. 

a i«S h ^ e L d Affaires Khodeir 
mso said that Iraq would unleash " ' 
cnermca! weapons against Israel ' - 

nnH JeWlsh state ^cks it with 

nuclear weapons, according to 
™e newspaper. 

. also have other sur- 

^U^tiS. 0deirSaid ' Wi - ^ 

‘ “ipmanders had earfier s : r- 
mSf d | abc,Ut 30 ^ mobile , 
SDotr^ri ? Uncilers » presumably 

reconnaissance ovafl- 
^ ‘ast five months. 
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Saddam 

(Coatfawcd from page 1) 

President Saddam said anyone' 
taking up the “holy war” against 
Iraq's enemies could expect to 
be treated as a prisoner of war 
(PoW) if captured, in accord- 
ance with international conven- 
tions, and would, be released 
after the war ends. 

He did not refer to reports 
earlier in the day by Iraqi media 
that Baghdad television broad- 
cast interviews with several men 
it said were captured allied 
pilots. 

On Saturday, U.S. officials in 
Washington summoned an Iraqi 
diplomat to warn him that Iraq 
should abide by international 
conventions in handling any 
PoWs. 

“When the battle becomes a 
comprehensive one with all 
types of weapons the deaths on 
the allied side will be increased 
with God's help,” President Sad- 
dam said in the broadcast. 

“When the deaths and dead 
mount on them the infidels will 
leave and the flag of Allabu 
Akbar will fly over the mother of 
all battles,” he said. 

At the end of the address 
President Saddam called on all 
Arabs to rise against the multi- 
national coalition. 

“I want to say to all Arabs and 
all believers everywhere that you 
have a holy duty to wipe out the 
group of infidels arid the bad 
leadership everywhere and to 
target their interests, any- 
where, 1 ' President Saddam said. 

Here is a partial text of the 
address by President Saddam. 

“Our land forces have not 
been used in the battle until now 
and only a fraction of onr air 
forces have been used. 

“Our army air wing and naval 
forces have not been used. 

“...They know that the Iraqis 
will fight and they will fight 
persistently and continuously. 

“We tell all the Arabs, all die 
believing stragglers... wherever 
they are to rise to jihad and 
struggle by targetting the forces 
of evil, treachery and corruption 
everywhere and targetting their 
interests wherever they are. 

“This is your duty which 
should be !linked to the straggle 
of your brethren in Iraq. You 
will be part of our valiant armed 
forces through your struggle and 
the efforts made by the believ- 
ers, our stragglers. 

“And if you are seized by the 
enemy you will have a reward 
from God and you will be inevit- 
ably released when the wai is. 
over according to" international' 
laws and conventions on the 
release of prisoners of war. 

“Therefore you would have 
been pleasing your God and 
your conscience and yon would 
have been loyal to your princi- 
ples and values. 

“God is Great, God is great 
and shame to the shameless." 


have been compared with di- 
plomatic initiatives. We feel ex- 
tremely vulnerable in this coun- 
try. We do not have weapons of 
. mass destruction, we do not 
have Americans manning Patriot 
missiles. We do not even have 
Stinger missiles, which were 
kept from us at the time we 
asked for them from the United 
States and yet we are not with or 
against anyone. We are effec- 
tively standing on principles, 
searching for peace, and political 
solutions, if we are given a 
chance. 

The Crown Prince said that 
the Jordanians and Palestinians 
are harmonious in the percep- 
tion of developments in the re- 
gion. We are very clear in the 
fact that over the past several 
months, when democracy 
started in Jordan, there has been 
greater oneness than at any time 
in the past. 

“As far as alienating the West, 
we are different in views and 
opinions, but we have channels 
of communication . including this 
one. if I may say, and I think our 
credibility is not based on being 
pot in the cupboard one day, and 
being dusted on the other, but 
based on the constituency of our 
policies. 

I have noticed with interest 
Mr. Owens suggesting that the 
future of the Arab-Israeii affair 
would be discussed between Mr. 
Shamir and Mr. Assad following 
the crisis and referring to a role 
for the Palestinians. I hope that 
we can see a regional order 
developing, not on the basis of 
friendly Syrians today and ini- 
mical Syrians yesterday, or 
enemy Iraqis today and friendly 
Iraqis yesterday, but on the basis 
of transactional thinking and re- 
gional solutions. It is only in that 
way that we can contain the kind 
of violent statements which have 
been made, not only in this 
capital but in so many Arab and 
Muslim capitals." 

The interviewer asked: “Can 
you reassure us that you and 
your brother are not going to act 
on that Jordanian Parliament's 
resolution to strike at American 
■ interests?" 

The Crown Prince replied: 
“Our position is that we will not 
become a battlefield. We will 
stand up for our sovereignty and 
our integrity. We are a responsi- 
ble and contributing member to 
the community of states and to 
regional stability. This has been 
very clear. We have paid the 
price for 23 years. We have 
sought a peaceful negotiation to 
, the Arab-Israeii conflict and to- 
day you say that we have alien- 
ated the West." Why? Because 
we have not joined a military 
coalition. I hope that our West- 
ern interlocutors will be consis- 
tent with us and the credibility 
can be maintained." 

Initiatives 

(Continued from page 1) 


Prince 

(Continued from page 1) 

taking part in the aggression 
against Iraq, Crown Prince said: 

“Well, clearly the Jordanian 
Parliament is a reflection of the 
constituency feeling of many 
constituents... a unanimous deci- 
sion of all members of Parlia- 
ment. I can't judge what they 
have to say. But let me remind 
you that there has been some 
room in all capitals including 
Western capitals, during the ear- 
ly days of the crisis — I wish that 
there has been more room — for 
quiet diplomacy. 1 wish that the 
single might in this military op- 
tion has been pursued could 


The message to Mr. Mitter- 
rand pleaded for the “rehabilita- 
tion of political efforts as the 
only way to a peaceful solution 
to the crisis . in cooperation with 
Arab countries and the Security 
Council.” 

Similar messages were sent to 
the European Community. 
Sweden, Yugoslavia. India and 
Indonesia. 

The Security Council presi- 
dent Saturday handed a Soviet 
peace proposal and an Indian 
plan for 3 ceasefire to the Iraqi 
ambassador. 

Neither plan has the backing 
of the whole council, and there 
are serious obstacles to both. 

Zairean Ambassador Adeito 
Nzengeva. who presides over the 


council this month, met with 
Iraqi Ambassador Abdul Amir 
A1 Anbari to discuss the peace 
proposals some council members 
are advocating. 

After the Jan. 15 deadline for 
Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait 
expired. Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev said his gov- 
ernment would support Iraq's 
demand that all Middle East 
problems be addressed if Iraq 
would announce its withdrawal. 

Iraq did not show no inclina- 
tion to leave Kuwait, and the 
Iraqi government has reiterated 
several times this week that 
Kuwait is the 19th province of 
Iraq, and they will never relin- 
quish it. 

The State Department has 
also announced reservations ab- 
out Mr. Gorbachev's initiative, 
which pledged his support for 3 
“mechanism” to solve all Middle 
East security issues. 

U.S. officials suspect that the 
“mechanism" would be a Middle 
East peace conference. The Un- 
ited States opposes linkage of 
Iraq's withdrawal to any other 
issue and Israel opposes any 
such conference. 

The other peace plan that the 
Iraqi diplomat received was a 
proposal for a 48-to 72-hour 
ceasefire of the U.S.-led allied 
campaign against Iraq. 

Algeria first raised the idea 
Thursday, and the Indian 
ambassador discussed it with the 
Security Council president on 
Friday. 

The United States and Bri- 
tain. the two most active coali- 
tion members, would block the 
council from amending its Re- 
solution 678. which authorised 
the use of “all necessary means'* 
to drive Iraq out of Kuwait after 
Jan. 15. 

One U.S. official said on con- 
dition of anonymity that the 
Security Council will not meet 
formally again on the Gulf crisis 
until the previous resolutions 
have been implemented — when 
Iraq is out of Kuwait and the 
emir’s government returns to 
power. 

Mr. Anbari told the council 
president that he would convey 
the ideas to Baghdad, but noted 
that U.S.. bombing of the Iraqi 
capital has made communica- 
tions with his government diffi- 
cult. 

Ecuador's ambassador. Jose 
Ayala Lasso, was to meet the 
council president Sunday on be- 
half of the Non-Aligned Move- 
ment. to. discuss the views of the 
102-nation group on the crisis. 

Hardliners ■ 

(Continued from page 1) 

Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 

Mr. Mohtashemi suggested Ira- 
nians should forget eight years of 
war with Iraq. 

“The issue is not about the past 
events between Iran and Iraq. 
American marines and Western 
crusaders have come to destroy 
Iraq's war machine first before 
turning against the Islamic Re- 
public of Iran.” he told his fel- 
low deputies. 

“Let us live and die with hon- 
our. To live under the shadow of 
America's bayonets is a shame to 
ns. It will be captivity and dis- 
grace to us. 

“The fact that some gullible or 
timid individuals think we should 
not worry about this war and the 
people should not be concerned is 
a source of great regret...," be 
said. 

The Society of Combatant 
Clergymen, an umbrella group 
for clerics, urged Iranians to take 
to the streets in protest against 
the war launched by the United 
States and its allies with massive 


air strikes on Iraq early Thurs- 
day. 

The group described the war as 
an “arrogant move to destroy the 
human and material resources of 
Muslims and tip the balance in 
favour of the usurper Zionist 
regime.” 

Ayatollah Sadeq Khalkhali, 
another deputy, told parliament 
the U.S.-led attack on Iraq was 
not aimed at liberating Kuwait 
but striking at Islam. 

“We should not leave the Iraqi 
people standing alone in this bat- 
tle since if the United States 
emerges victorious it will not 
leave the region easily.” he said. 

Ayatollah Khalkhali became 
notorious in the West after he 
appeared on television poking a 
stick into the burned corpses of 
American soldiers who died in 
1980 after a failed attempt to. 
rescue U.S. hostages in Iran. 

But the daily Jomhuri Eslami, 
abandoning its usual hardline 
stance, blamed Iraq for the war in 
the Gulf. 

“Direct responsibility of start- 
ing the destructive war rests with 
the Baghdad regime. Now the 
unity within the ranks of the 
enemies of the global movement 
of Islam has been shattered and 
they are facing one another. This 
is a divine vengeance,” the paper 
said in an editorial. 

Jomhuri Eslami said the West 
was allied with Iraq during its war 
with Iran and the two sides were 
facing “divine retribution" for 
their anti-Iranian acts. 

Iranian President Ali Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani urged the 
Islamic community Sunday to try 
to end the Gulf crisis. 

“It is incumbent on all Muslim 
countries to make efforts to bring 
an immediate end to the current 
crisis in the Persian Gulf and 
improve the situation through 
cooperation,” he told the new 
Indonesian ambassador in 
Tehran. 

Scuds 

(Con ti nued from page 1) 

In the earlier Dhahran inci- 
dent, neither U.S. Defence De- 
partment spokesman Pete Wil- 
liams nor Saudi officials in 
Dhahran could identify the in- 
tended target of the Iraqi mis- 
sies. 

“It’s hard to tell precisely 
where they were aimed,” Mr. 
Williams said in Washington. 
“The point is they got near 
Dhahran and we shot them... 
down.” 

Williams told reporters that 
U.S. officials believed’ the first 
Iraqi missiles fired Sunday night 
carried conventional, not che- 
mical, warheads, and were laun- 
ched from southern Iraq. 

He said "obviously the threat 
continues. ... the No. I priority 
is to find and destroy all the Scud 
sites." 

Civil Defence authorities in 
Dhahran. an eastern port city on 
the Gulf, seemed to be caught 
off guard by the missile attack. 

In addition to the allied milit- 
ary base, the city is the home of 
Saudi Aramco, the government- 
owned oil giant. 

Iraq fired up to five battlefield 
missiles into Saudi Arabia near 
U.S. marines Saturday but tbe 
rockets fell into empty desen 
and did no damage, military 
officials said. 

“Yesterday marine central 
command reponed that a for- 
ward unit was receiving incom- 
ing rocket fire,” said Colonel 
Gret Pepin, spokesman for the 
U.S. central command in tbe 
Gulf. 

He said Iraq appeared to have 
fired the shon-range Frog mis- 
siles. 


“There still has been no direct 
hostile confrontation on the 
ground.” he told a regular news 
briefing. 

Col. Pepin said U.S. A-6 and 
A-10 jets destroyed the frog 
launchers. 

Colonel Ahmad Al Robayan, 
spokesman for the joint allied 
forces fighting Iraq, said the 
missiles with a range of 70 
kilometres carried conventional 
explosives. 

Early, allied forces claimed 
they have disabled Iraq’s four 
primary nuclear research facili- 
ties. 

The nuclear installations were 
hit during the first four days of 
allied air strikes, and chemical 
and biological weapons facilities 
suffered considerable damage, 
said H. Norman Schwarzkopf, 
the U.S. commander of Opera- 
tion Desert Storm. 

‘T have very high confidence 
that those nuclear reactors have 
been thoroughly ‘damaged and 
will not be effective for quite 
some number of years," he said 
on “Face the Nation” an inter- 
view programme on the U.S. 
television network CBS. 

As U.S. bombers pounded 
Traq with their heaviest raids so 
far. speculation grew that allied 
ground forces might soon engage 
Iraq's army in Kuwait. 

Three days into the war, U.S. 
military commanders were shift- 
ing from a relentless air bom- 
bardment of Baghdad and milit- 
ary installations in Iraq to a 
concentrated pummelling of 
Baghdad's most elite troops in 
and near Kuwait. 

Military officials referred to 
the shift to bombing Iraqi troops 
as “softening up the opposi- 
tion.” in advance of a possible 
land offensive. 

-American F-15 and F-lll 
fighter-bombers have begun mis- 
sions into Iraq from the north at 
the U.S.-Turkish base- at Incirlik 
(see page 2). 

Regular air missions con- 
tinued from air bases in Saudi 
Arabia, but were hampered by 
heavy cloud cover over Iraq. 

Despite the U.S. military 
assertion that 80 per cent of the 
thousands of air sorties had hit 
their targets, military analysts 
noted that Iraq still has a power- 
ful army and still holds the 
ground in Kuwait. 

Iraq’s air force has put up only 
a slight defence, either because 
the aircraft were hemmed in 
shelter by attacks on airfields or 
because their power was being 
husbanded for use later. U.S. 
officials have been warning ali 
week that the low -allied casualty lji 
count so far could change rapidly 
once ground combat begins. 

In other Gulf developments: 

— Israeli Foreign Minister 
David Levy has agreed to discuss 
the wider problems of the Mid- 
dle East once the wax with Iraq 
is over, a Luxembourg govern- I 
ment spokesman said Sunday. 

The spokesman said Mr. Levy 
had spoken by telephone Sunday 
to Jacques Poos, foreign minis- 
ter of Luxembourg and current 
president of the European Com- 
munity (EO Council of Minis- 
ters. The two discussed the 
post-war situation, the spokes- 
man said, adding: “They agreed 
to discuss solving the problems 
of the region.” 

He could not say whether they 
had specifically mentioned the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict. 

— About 100 French women 
and children flew out of Mauri- 
tania Sunday after a week of 
massive pro-Iraqi demonstra- 
tions. 

A French diplomat speaking 
by telephone from the capital 
Nouakchott said there had been 


no threats against them bur they 
thought it safer to leave. 

— Syrian President Hafez Al 
Assad discussed the Gulf crisis 
with Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid Sunday, 
officials and diplomats said. Mr. 
Abdul Meguid, accompanied by 
Osama Al Baz. Egyptian Presi- 
dent Hosni Mubarak's top poli- 
tical adviser, arrived unex- 
pectedly in the Syrian capital 
earlier in the day. 

— The leader of a Palestinian 
faction said Iraq's missile attack 
on Israel punished the Jewish 
state for its past treatment of 
Palestinians. 

“Bring the Iraqi missiles on 
Israel is a real feast for the 
Palestinians and Arab peoples,” 
said Nayef Hawatmeh, head of 
the Syrian-based Democratic 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLPL 

“It is also a primary punish- 
ment for several years of Israeli 
aggression on the people of 
Palestine and the Arabs,” said 
the statement released in 
Damascus. 

Hawatmeh said it was “the 
mission of the Palestinian people 
... escalate the armed struggle 
from South Lebanon and back 
the uprising in the (Israeli- 
occupied) territories.” 

— Two British minehunters 
have entered the Gulf to rein- 
force the ability of the anti-Iraq 
allies to find and destroy mines, 
a British navy spokesman said. 

He said the minehunters Led- 
bury and Dulverton had joined 
three British minehunters 
already in the waterway. 

— Libyan leader Colonel 
Muammar Qadhafi said Iraq 
would be forced out of Kuwait 
but saw heavy casualties for the 
allied forces as a consequence. 

“I can’t expect (Iraq) is re- 
maining in Kuwait for a long 
time against this coalition but 
(it) will bring casualties heavily 
on this coalition if (it) loses 
Kuwait,” Qadhafi said from Tri- 
poli in an interview with British 
television. 

“I am against Saddam Hussein 
in Kuwait but 1 am against this 
international coalition, this 
aggression against... innocent 
people," Col. Qadhafi told Inde- 
pendent Television News. 

Col. Qadhafi also said that he 
would not advocate “terrorism” 
in support of Iraq. 

“No, no. I am absolutely 
against any kind of terrorism. 
But there is a difference between 
terrorism and the just struggle 
for freedom and for dignity.” 
Col. Qadhafi said. 

— Egypt has reduced the 
number of its embassy staff in 
the Yemeni capital Sanaa to the 
minimum to protest what it says 
government-organised anti- 
Egypt demonstrations. 

Ambassador Abdul Rahman 


Shamaa and 16 of his staff re- 
turned home Saturday in accord- 
ance with the decision. Foreign 
Ministry sources say only nine 
personnel were left behind in 
Sanaa to look after the interests 
of Egyptian workers in Yemen. 

The state-owned newspaper 
A! Gomhuria said Yemeni de- 
monstrators stoned the embassy 
building and the residence of the 
Egyptian ambassador in Sanaa 
for three successive days. 

The newspaper did not say 
when demonstrations took place 
but said they were organised to 
protest Egypt’s opposition to the 
Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. 

The Red Sea state of Djibouti, 
used by France as a military 
base, has banned demonstra- 
tions over the Gulf war, Djibouti 
radio reported. 

The Interior Ministry said pro- 
tests which took place on Satur- 
day were “prejudicial to the 
security and peace of the Repub- 
lic of Djibouti. And for this 
reason it is not permitted to hold 
such demonstrations,” the radio 
reported. 

Algeria has warned its nation- 
als not to travel abroad for fear 
of wave of anti-Arab racism in 
Europe during the Gulf war, the 
official daily Al Moudjahid said. 

“Considering the present 
situation, the authorities con- 
cerned exhort Algerian citizens 
to avoid travelling abroad, ex- 
cept in cases of necessity," the 
paper said citing an official state- 
ment. 

— More than 600 bomb scares 
have kept New York city police 
busy since the Gulf war began, 
officials said. 

Several underground train 
lines have been shut down for up 
to an hour as police investigated 
reports of suspicious packages. 

'Since the battle was launched 
in the Guf there have been about 
200 bomb scares a day. 

Planes 
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capital, the spokesman said the 
allies had flown more than 7,000 
sorties since the start of the war 
last Thursday. 

Twenty-three Iraqis were pris- 
oners as a result of the raids. 
Besides the 12 originally seized 
during the attack on oil plat- 
forms. had subsequently been 
captured from rubber rafts after 
fleeing tbe platforms. 

“Most of them abandoned the 
oil platforms and were picked up 
in rubber rafts,” he said. 

Also Sunday, Iran’s news 
agency reponed that Iraqi TV 
showed two blindfolded men 
identified as captured U.S^fliers 
being paraded through the 
streets of Baghdad. 

No other details were dis- 
closed by the Islamic Republic 
News Agency, and the U.S. De- 


fence Department said it had no 
“knowledge of the incident. " 

Iranian TV said that Baghdad 
TV Sunday aired a 20-minute 
interview with seven allied 
pilots, giving their nationalities 
as American, Italian, British 
and Saudi. 

U.S. officials also said a total 
of 22 allied soldiers — 13 Amer- 
icans and nine from other coun- 
tries — have either been killed 
or are missing in action. 

Iraq said that the town of 
Takrit, birthplace of President 
Saddam Hussein, was hit by an 
“enemy” missile Saturday night. 

A military communique read 
on Radio Baghdad did not say 
what damage, if any. was caused 
by the missile strike. 

The Iraqi leader was originally 
known as Saddam Hussein Al 
Takriti but he later dropped the 
family name that linked him and 
several other top leaders to the 
town north of Baghdad. 

Iraq also said Saturday allied 
planes have bombed the Shi'ite 
Muslim holy cities of Najaf and 
Karbala in central Iraq killing 
several people. 

“Enemy planes raided the 
holy shrines in Najaf on Friday 
night. The enemy planes also 
bombed the city of Karbala 
which left a number of martyrs 
and destroyed a number of 
houses,” said a military com- 
munique broadcast on Baghdad 
Radio. 

Many Iraqis fled Baghdad and 
other cities to Najaf and Karba- 
la, believing the two most holy 
Shi'ite sites would not be attack- 
ed. 

The Iraqi News Agency later 
identified one of the captured 
airmen as marine pilot Major 
Clive David, 39, whose aircraft 
was shot down with a surface-to- 
air missile in Kuwait City. 

There is no Major Clive David 
on the U.S. list of airmen who 
are missing in action, the AP 
said. 

Iraq identified another of the 
prisoners as Lt. Jeffry Morton 
Zoon, 27, of attack squadron 30. 
The U.S. lists a Lt. Jeffrey N. 
Zaun, 28. of Cherry Hill, New 
Jersey, as among the missing 
airmen. 

The man Iraq identified as Lt. 
Zoon sent greetings to his pa- 
rents and sister in the United 
States, calling on them to pray 
for peace, INA said. He was 
quoted in the agency’s Arabic 
language report as saying the 
U.S. was wrong in attacking 
Iraq. 

A man INA identified as 
Kuwaiti pilot Mohammad 
Mubarak Sultan Mubarak pur- 
portedly said he feels “miserable 
for supporting the imperialists, 
Zionists and (Saudi King) Fahd 
against Iraq.” 
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Room & Wheels 
$145 all inclusive 
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* Many villas and apartments 
are available for rent and 
sale - furnished or unfur- 
nished. 

I * Also many lots of land are 
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I For further details, please 
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apartments & villas for rent 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 
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Take away service 
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The First Class Hotel in 
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room...! 


DAIIOTEL 


Amman - Tel. 668193 
P.O. Box 9403 • Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 

Exoatriates and 

Businessmen 
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Wimbledon are still a thorn 
in the flesh for Liverpool 


LONDON (R) — Most fans 
have never heard of Warren 
Barton but Liverpool will not 
forget his name in a hurry. 

“Warren who?” Before Satur- 
day. when the English Soccer 
League champions met old foes 
Wimbledon at Anfield, the 
name would have brought blank 
stares and an occasional shrug of 
the shoulders. 

No lor-' . Sig..ed from fourth 
division ids tone last summer, 

the 21- ..-.r-olu defender cele- 
brated S-. first appearance at 
Anfield -.mJi a goal that ousted 
Liverpool from the top of the 
table. 

“To score a goal here is unbe- 
lievable,” Barton said delighted- 
ly. “It's the first time l have ever 
been to Anfield and it’s lovely to 
come here and take in tbe 
atmosphere.” 

He did more thani just that. 
With only nine minutes remain- 
ing, his equaliser shattered 
Liverpool's hopes of staying 
ahead of rivals Arsenal, "who 
beat Everton 1-0 at Highbury. 

Until then, Liverpool had 
looked sure of victory, with Eng- 


land World Cup winger John 
Barnes putting the team ahead 
in the first half with a delightful 
lob over the goalkeeper. 

But Barton, despite a sore leg, 
ended the Anfield celebrations 

— and raised a huge cheer at 
Highbury — with a 25-metre 
free kick that sailed into the 
corner of the net. 

Arsenal now have 51 points to 
Liverpool’s 50 while Crystal 
Palace stayed third with 45 de- 
spite losing their imdefeated 
home recdrd in the league to 
Norwich, .who romped home 3- 

In Scotland, Rangers kept up 
their charge towards a third con- 
secutive title with a 2-0 win at 
Hibernian. 

It was the first time this season 
that a club other than Liverpool, 
who still have a game in hand, 
had led the league and was only 
the second time they had failed 
to win at home. 

“I think we should have won 
the game.” said Liverpool mana- 
ger Kenny Dalglish. “We have 
only ourselves to blame... we 
had two or three chances but we 


didn't take them.” 

But if any team was going to 
spoil Liverpool's party it would 
be Wimbledon, the rough new- 
comers who caused a major up£ 
set by winning their first league 
match at Anfield in 1987. 

A team with a reputation for 
the long ball, physical confronta- 
tion and a notable lack of foot- 
ball finesse, they also beat Liver- 
pool at Wembley in the F.A. 
Cup final of 1988. 

Arsenal, penalised two points 
earlier in the season for a mass 
brawl on the pitch, pretended to 
be less excited by the top spot 
and 1-0 win over Liverpool's city 
rivals Everton. 


Paul Merson was the goal scor- 
er in the 48th minute. 

“I’m not getting over-excited 
yet. The only rime to do that is 
when you are top in May,” said 
manager George Graham, 
whose team are unbeaten in the 
league despite a series of set- 
backs. 

“It is nice to be up there but 
there is still more than a third of 
the season to go,” Graham 


cautioned. 

Former Wimbledon midfiel- 
der Vinny Jones also bit the 
sports headlines Saturday but for 
entirely negative reasons. 

The Sheffield United captain 
was booked after just five 
seconds at Manchester City and 
sent off in the second half, ft was 
believed to be the fastest book- 
ing in league history. 

Sheffield lost 2-0 and stayed 
bottom of the league. 

Nottingham Forest's England 
defender Des Walker, who has 
never scored a goal for the club, 
was left wondering whether he 
had scored an own -goal In the 
1-1 draw at Southampton. 

Forest manager Brian Clough 
said afterwards: “Walker's goal. 
Des has still never scored for us 
at the right end.” 

But the referee attributed it to 
goalkeeper Mark Crossley and 
Southampton said striker Alan 
Shearer had scored. 

“I need it more than Walker 
— I had only got one league goal 
before that this season,” insisted 
Shearer. 


Becker, Patrick McEnroe reach 
Australian Open quarterfinals 


Johnson insists he will regain form 


LOS ANGELES (AP) — Ben 
Johnson, still looking to find the 
form that made him the world's 
fastest human, insists he will 
eventually be just as fast without 
steroids as he was with them. 

Johnson, who was stripped of 
his gold medal in the Seoul 
Olympics in 1988 for using ster- 
oids, is just beginning his com- 
eback effort. He has finished 
second twice at 50 metres in- 
doors. including Friday night’s 
runner-upfinish to Andre Cason 
at the Sunkist Inviadonai. 

“A lot of people will think I 
won't be able to run faster be- 
cause I was on drugs.” Johnson 
said after clocking a 5.74-second 
50 to Cason's 5.69 at the Los 
Angeles Sports Arena. 

“They will soon see they are 
wrong. T have the same speed as 
two years ago. I think I can run 
fast enough to win the gold 
medal at Barcelona (in the 1992 
Olympics).” 

Johnson, who had finished 
second to Daron Council the 
previous week in his return to 
track after a two-year-ban. has 
had excuses for both his losses. 

He complained after ffising 
last week in Canada, before his 
adopted countrymen, that he 
had misjudged the finish line. 


This time, Johnson said he was 
slow out of the blocks because 
the lanes were too narrow. 

Johnson said he wasn't con- 
cerned that he is 0-2 in his 
comeback. 

“I know it’s going to take a 
while. I think you’ll see the real 
Ben Johnson pretty soon." he 
said. 

Said Cason: "I have great 
respect for Ben. He ruled the 
sprints from 1985 to 1988 and he 
deserves the media attention he 
gets. I ran my personal best and 
Fm very happy with that.” 

Asked if Johnson looked the 
same as when he was the world’s 
best sprinter, Cason said, “Ben 
looks smaller in his upper body. 
He's toned down a lot.” 

The use of steroids contributes 
to muscle mass and Johnson 
appeared to add considerable 
uper body strenght after the 
1984 Olympics, when he won the 
bronze in the 100 metres. His 
upper body strength has been 
credited for helping him to be 
one- of the most explosive star- 
tersever. 

■ Johnson’s time Friday was a 
Cffififfliah' national record." beat- 
ing the 5.75 set by Desai Wil- 
liams. 

The world record is 5.61, 


shared by Manfred Kokot of 
East Germany and James San- 
.ford. 

Johnson was greeted by a mix 
of boos and cheers from the 
crowd of 12.438 — about 2,000 
more than was expected — when 
he was introduced before the 
race. He was mobbed afterward 
by photographers and reporters, 
about three times as many as 
normally cover the event 

The 29-year-old Johnson was 
clocked in 5.77 in the 50 metres 
at the Hamilton Indoor meet the 
previous week, with council win- 
ning in 5.75. Cason was fourth in 
that race. 

Johnson claimed afterward 
that he had pulled up after 50 
yards because he mistook the 
50-yeard finish line for the 50- . 
metre finish line. 

_ Meanwhile Sydney, Australia, 
Keny Saxby of Australia set a 
world best time in the women's 
1,500-metre walk Sunday in an 
invitational track and field meet. 

Saxby, who now holds 29 
world best or official world -re- , 
cords over a variety of .walk 
distances, covered the distance 
in 5 minutes, 50.41 seconds. 


PSV stays 
top of 
Dutch 
League 


beating the former mark of 
5:55.3 set by Sada Eidikyte of 
the Soviet Union. 


Kronberger wins women’s ski race 


MERIBEL, France (AP) — Pet- 
ra Kronberger completed a 
sweep of ‘he weekend races as 
she won a women’s world cup 
Super-G race. . 

The Asutrian had almost a 
halt-second on the field as she 
clocked 1 minute. 20.99 seconds 
on the future Olympic course. 

Germany’s Michaela Gerg 
edged France’s Carole Merle for , 
second. 1:21.48 to 1:21.49. 

Merle had won back-to-back 
Super-G races on this same 
course last year. 

The Austrian women’s team 
competed after learning of the 
death of one of the Austrian 
men skiers. Gemot Reinstadler, 
at Wengen. Switzerland. Rein- 
stadler died of injuries Saturday 
after a high-speed crash in a 
qualifying run. 

“I feel sad but life goes on." 
Kronberger said. “We can’t 
bring him back." 

Kronberger also took Friday's 
downhill to reach the midpoint 


of the season with "eight wins in 
16 races. 

It was her 14th career victory 
and third in a row counting last 
weekend’s slalom in Kranjska 
Gora, Yugoslavia. 

The race was the last women's 
skiing race before the world 
championships start in Saalbach, 
Austria this Tuesday. 

Kronberger finished the first 
part of the season with an over- 
whelming lead in the overall 
standings. 

. She now has 276 points in 16 
races with Merle moving into 
scond place with 92 points. 

Karja Seizinger of Germany 
came in fourth in 1:22.14. She 
was first down on the 1,665- 
metre course which dropped 498 
metre. The run had 36 gates. ■ 

Merle came down second and 
her 1:21.49 looked shaky after 
several of the following women 
had better intermediate times. 

But nearly all went off the 
course as the speed turned into 


costly mistakes. 

Austrians Anita Wachter. 
Veronika Waliinger, Sylvia Eder 
and Germans Regine Moeslen- 
lechner and Traudl Haecher 
failed to complete their run. 

Kronberger, starting 14th, 
managed to control the speed 
and finished in 1:20.99. 


■ AMSTERDAM (R) — Leaders 
PSV Eindhoven, showing little 
benefit from a playing visit to 
India during the winter break in 
the Dutch Soccer League sea- 
son, managed only a lacklustre 
1-1 draw against Groningen 
Saturday. 

However, the result against 
their third-placed visitors en- 
sured PSV would stay top this 
weekend. The Eindhoven team 
are now three points clear of 
arch rivals and defending cham- 
pions Ajax. 

Second-placed Ajax, with two 
games in hand, are at home to 
SW Schiedam, 12th, Sunday. 

The 25,000 crowd at Ein- 
dhoven found little to enthuse 
about, and PSV team chief Bob- 
by Robson,- England's former 
manager; stilt appears- to 1 have ' 
problems blending his players 
into a coordinated unit. 

PSV had a narrow escape in 
the 39th minute as goalkeeper 
Hans Van Breukelen just saved 
from Edwin Olde Riekerink, but 
they seized the lead a minute 
before halftime when a curving 
shot from midfielder Erwin Koe- 
man set up a header for Giga 
Popescu. 

PSV’s subsequent pressure 
failed to earn further reward, 
even when Brazilian striker 
Romano came on in the 61st 
minute, and Groningen equal- 
ised through Ulrich Wilson in 
the 76th minute. 


MELBOURNE (A gen des) — 
On the first anniversary of John 
McEnore’s expulsion from the 
Australian Open Sunday, his 
younger brother Patrick joined 
Boris Becker In tbe quarter- 
finals of this year’s Grand Slam 
tournament. 

Patrick beat Mark Woodforde 
6-2 6-4 6-1 in a controlled per- 
formance which the Australian 
left-hander compared with the 
best of the more talented and 
temperamental John, missing in 
Melbourne because of a shoul- 
der' injury. 

“Patrick played very well, he 
just came up with all the an were 
and really outplayed me today,” 
said Woodford^ John’s double 
partner. “He’s very confident on 
court at the moment." 

However, Becker is still look- 
ing for his tough. He lost his 
opening service game to quali- 
fier Wayne Ferreira and looked 
tired following his marathon 
third round win over Italian 
Omar Camporese two days ago, 
the longest match in open his- 
tory. 

The German second seed was 
happy to slug it out from the 
baseline for long periods with 
the 19-year-old South African 
who showed no fear, especially 
in a second set tiebreak. But 
Becker's experience finally pre- 
vailed and he won 6-4 7-6 6-4. 

The big names in women's 
tennis continued their untrou- 
bled progress towards their allot- 
ted semifinal places with top 
seed Steffi Graf losing one 
game, French Open champion 
Monica Seles three and U.S. 
Open champion Gabriela Saba- 
tini four. 

Third seed Mary Joe Fernan- 
dez of the United States had it 
tougher in a 6-3 6-3 win over 
Belgium’s Sabine Appelmans 
and now meets Katerina 
Maleeva of Bulgaria who beat 
her 15-year-old sister Mag- 
dalena, the youngest player in 
the tournament, 6-3 6-2. 


Ranked 114 in tbe world, 
McEnroe has been a revelation 
on his Australian debut. On 
Sunday he applied the pressure 
with no-nonsense tennis of the 
highest order, based on a 
double-handed backhand which 
rarely foiled him. 

He wavered only once in con- 
centration when leading 3-0 in 
the second set. After receiving a 
warning for racket abuse at die 
change of ends. Woodforde 
fought back to 4-3 before McEn- 
roe regained control and ran 
away with the match. 

“fm playing more consistent- 
ly, the difference between today 
and my first match is like night 
and day,” said McEnroe. “My 
goal is to be the best tennis 
player I can be.” 

His brother John, once world 
number one. was expelled from 
last year’s tournament for repe- 
ated bad behaviour. 

Patrick now plays Cristiano 
Caratti of Italy who beat Dutch- 
man Richard Krajicek 6-3 6-4 
6-7 3-6 6-4. Becker plays French- 
man Guy Forget, the 10th seed, 
who continued bis good run by 
downing Australia's Todd 
Woodbridge 6-4 3-6 6-3 6-4. 

Eighth seed Zina Garrison 
lost to Czechoslovakia's Jana 
Novotna. Seeded 10th, and 
Soviet Natalia Zvereva, the 11th 
seed, was beaten 6-3 6-4 by 
unseeded 16-year-old German 
Alike Huber. 

Graf said she was looking for- 
ward to some competition from 
Novotna in the next round after 
dropping just 11 games so for. 

But she is losing no sleep over 
the match. After her 6-0 6-1 
defeat of Czechoslovakia's Kari- 
na Habsudova she went to the 
beach rather than practise. 

The three-times open cham- 
pion has not lost to Novotna in 
nine previous meetings. 

The unseeded Huber, known 
as the young Steffi, has recorded 
her best Grand Salm perform- 
ance here, but she now meets 


Seles. 

The Yugoslav was back to her 
• destructive best against the 
crew-cut Catherine Tanvier of 
France, after a below-par per- 
formance hi the third round, 
winning 6-2 6-1. Seles has drop- 
ped just eight games in the first 
four rounds. 

Sabatini and Rachel McQuil- 
lan almost sent the sun-drenched 
crowd on centre court to sleep in 
tbe first set, making a string of 
,* elementary mistakes from the 
baseline. 

T hank fully, the Argentine up- 
, ped the pace in the second set, 
winning 6-3 6-1 and ending the 
hopes of the last Australian left 
in the two singles draws. Sabati- 
ni now plays sixth seed Arantxa 
Sanchez Vi carlo of Spain. 

Huber has a big forehand and 
, an even-bigger smile. 

But one way to make the 
16-year-old tennis palyer frown 
is to call her the new Steffi Graf. 

The win prompted more com- 
parisons with Graf, the world's 
top-ranked player who bails 
from the same North Baden 


Huber said. “I don’t like it 
people say these things.” 

Huber says Graf is not her 
and denies there is any pres 
on her because of the company 


region of Germany. 

“Steffi is something special,’ 


sons. _ 

“I*m still very young and rng-|E 
learning so much,” she said.g^ 
“There are many areas of my ^ 
game I need to improve. Every-^ri? 
thing, really.” 

■ Huber, a solidly built player^ 
who moves quickly and -pojv'-Q ‘ 
posefuhy about the court, jhas '■■■.£- 
eliminated no. 7 Maimed .' 
Naleeva-Fragniere, American . - 
Pam Shriver and Zvereva c^her. 1 
way to foe last eight fiercest 
performance in. a Grand Xk*™ 
tournament sqj^far^ . . . - 

“She hits ^ - 

.the court and has pftn Agm.,^ s 
strokes.” Seles saidl J^Shcs a 
fighter.” - ""*■*’ 

- ■ : ,± /■ 
Seles refuses to say 1 wfcetho^ & 
Huber can reach the" top. T 

“Only tim will tell,”" she saxL' -•:? 
“She has the potential, but so do ' 

I and so does Jennifer (Cap- n 
riati). Remember, no one is a " 
magician and can say. ‘she is 
going to be no. 1.*** •» . 
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HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Harris 


Taylor wins boxing title 



ATLANTIC CITY. New Jersey four rounds, shaking Davis on 
CAP) 7“ Meldrick Taylor set a three occasions, 
blistering pace in the first half of Taylor, however, was penal- 

the fight and scored a 12-round 77 ised a point - by referee ^Arthur 
'unanimous derision over Aaron j “ Mercante in ~the second round - 


“Go get some mouthwash — your 
breath is melting my makeup!” 


1 Davis -to ‘win the World Boxing 
Association (WBA) welter- 
weight championship. 

It is the second world title for 
the 1984 Olympic champion, 
who was the International Box- 
ing Federation junior welter- 
weight champion before losing it 
to Julio Cesar Chavez. 

Davis simply could not deal 
with Taylor’s hand and foot 
speed in the first six rounds of 
Saturday night’s battle in a bal- 
lroom of the convention centre 
as he suffered bis first loss after. 
32 victories. 20 by knockout. 

Taylor, now 26-1-1 with II 
knockouts, came out blazing, 
mixing his attack to the head and 
body as he dominated the first 


for hitting low. \ . i 

Davis who weighed lASVz 
pounds (66 kilogrammes), one- 
half pound (one-fifth kilogram- 
me) more than Taylor, had an 
.edge in the fifth round, and he 
scored with several short blows 
to the head. Then Taylor took 
control again in the sixth round, 
which for action was the best 
round of the fight. 

The pace slowed in the last 
five rounds and Davis held his 
own, scoring with several sharp 
left jabs. The jab was Davis' 
most effective weapon, but he 
was unable to use it much in the 
first half of the fight as Taylor 
kept him busy defending him- 
self. 


Unscramble these four dumbtes. 
one fetter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


f THAT SCRAMBLED WORD 
*k by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


GOSUB 




'// 


MOROG 


RAYPER 


MORRET 


what the former 
BOPYBUILDER'S 
TORSO BECAME AS HE 
REACHEPMIOPLE ASE. 


Mutton’ Jeff 


Now arrange the dinted letters to 

88 *°o- 

oawea by the above cartoon. 


Print answer hen: 


F ° OT A YEH. 1 THINK I 
BOTHERlNj BETTER HAVE A 

A r**™* 


HOW MUCH 
FURTHER? 


MUTT? 


AT IT* 


> \ 

QL» 


[ONLV A 
I FEW MORE 
3l BLOCKS' 
FOLLOW 

ME? 


I M SORRY- I'M A 
TREE SURGEON- 
I don't bother. 
WITH UM&S 


(Answers Monday) 

Yesterday's J umbte8 : NEEDY BUILT DURESS ASSURE 

AnSW8r " UNA^CTE?" 8 00 8 0reat tow affalr 


THE Daily Crossword * 


Marks. Kalbach 


GOREN BRIDGE 






WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH HIRSCH 

X1B9Q Titoune Media Servlcas. inc. 


Andy Capp 


TOO MANY FINESSES 


Both vulnerable. South deals 
NORTH 

• 92 
? 75 2 

j A K 10 9 5 

* 6 J 2 

west east 

*A76 * Q J 8 3 

■7KJ84 ? 1096 

V 3 2 :• 8 7 6 4 

* Q J 10 9 *87 

SOUTH 
4 K 10 5 4 
T A Q 3 
:■ Q J 

* A K 5 4 
The bidding: 

South West North East 

1 * Pass I ■: Pass 

2 NT Pass 3 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Queen of * 
When you need only one of two 
finesses, you are a 3-to-l favorite to 
land your contract. But it’s still bet- 
be able, to claim your contract 
without having to rely on a finesse. 

Normally you do not suppress a 
four-card major in favor of jump- 
ing to two no trump. Here, howev- 
er. South had positions in both 
msyor suits that should be protected 
from an opening lead through, so 


we endorse declarer's choice of re- 
bid. With a good five-card suit 
headed by two top honors. North’s 
raise to game was clear-cut. 

Declarer allowed West's lead of 
the queen of clubs to bold the first 
trick. When West continued the suit 
and East followed, declarer could 
almost claim the contract. The sec- 
ond trick was won with the king, 
and five diamonds were cashed, de^ 
darer discarding two spades and a 
heart from hand. A chxb to the ace 
and another dub threw West on 
lead with nothing but major cards 
re mainin g Whether West chose to 
lead a spade or a heart, it presented 
declarer with the ninth crick. 

This line shouldn’t be tried if 
West started with five clubs, since 
declarer has difficulty in discarding 
and might lose three dnb tricks as 
well as a trick in es^ch major, or 
more. If East shows up with 'a sin- 
gleton dub, declarer wins the sec- 
ond dub, overtakes tbe queen of 
diamonds with dummy’s king and 
leads a spade to the king. If that 
loses to the ace, when dedarer re* 
gains the lead he overtakes th# jack 
of diamonds, cashes out the dia- 
mond suit and then tries the heart 
finesse for the ninth trick. 


41 




ACROSS 
1 Opera voice 
5 Tropical 
rodents 
10 Blue-green 

14 Wine region 

15 Nautical 
direction 

16 Deceive Into 
trustfulness 

17 Sleuth Charlie 

18 — Hawkins 
Day 

19 Funny Jay 

20 Temporary 
. leader? 

23 Consume 

24 Below 

25 Curse 

27 Footllke part 

28 Severe 

33 tangled — 
weave" 

38 Going strong 

38 Blue-green 

39 Skiing site 

42 "Ave — " 

43 Brain wavs 
charts 

44 Chair 

45 Tray 

47 Chopped 

48 See-through 
50 Loud noise 
53 Some votes 




aaaS SESSS «■■■■ 
BBSS *■■■■ »■■■ 


,«■■■■■ aaa 


B^iasaaiBBSS 




6 On — with 

7 Musical and 

8 Desertlike 

9 Place 

10 Everyone 


r V0UD BETTER 
OJAKEUP..TUE 
SCHOOL BUS IS 
l C0MIN6... 


55 man wtth 11 Hive VIP 

S X£ s • If $ 

| Ss great S SW" 
68 Cognizant course 

SStefi* ’ 2 *K ,n d°fmaid 

00 Big cat 29 Tent site 

to an 1 * 8 " 5* w * r 30 R uw- range 

7 ? SSlTSES 21 PantateucR 


71 Bugle tune 

72 Curves 

73- A Connery 


DOWN 

1 Substitute 

2 Take — to 


32 Special 
group 

34 Jokester 

35 Some trains 

36 Bona: pref. 

37 Overdue 


Yesterday’s Puzzle Solved: 


n !gn Mijfann nni 
nrnrin nmnri m 

Wltfi 


rrrTTJ 1 








(bfcome fond 40 Trevino 


48 Morning 
moisture 


30 Durable wood 50 sSu r ® 

40 Trevino 51 Pjnrlrln.ni 1 

41 Where to 51 22^ ot 

* iss, te B 

■ 3| B n Dh._i . 


56 Phrygian king 


57 Stop 
f® Continent 

60 "When — a 
lad_" 

61 Thrashes 
63 Gaelic 

® FL islands 
05 Nav. off. 







Economy 


Lloyd’s insurers open Sunday 
for first time in 300 years 


LONDON (R) — The Lloyd's of 
London insurance market 
opened Sunday for the first time 
in its 300 years as the Gulf war 
sent rates soaring. 

Fear that conditions may 
change quickly means insurers 
will only quote Gulf rates short 
term. 

"The reason we are open is 
because- we are only quoting 
rates 24 hours ahead,” said 
Christopher Rome, a leading 
war risk underwriter. 

He said he had written a few 


contracts Sunday morning and 
had enquiries from oil platform 
owners and from shippers look- 
ing to load Saudi Arabian crude. 

A Lloyd’s spokesman said 
around 200 people were scat- 
tered around tbe Lloyd's 
"room,” which is housed in a 
futuristic building in the City of 
London, hub of British finance. 

The insurance business began 
in a corner of a coffee shop 
called Lloyd's 300 years ago. 

Today, aircraft as well as ships 
are insured. 

Industry sources said rates for 


aircraft hull insurance to the 
Middle East had risen sharply. 
Cover for a flight to Tel Aviv 
was quoted at 2.5 per cent of the 
aircraft’s value compared with 
one per cent Saturday. 

They said insurance rates for 
tankers to northern Saudi Ara- 
bia were as high as seven per 
cent jagamst 3.5 to five per cent 
at the end of last week. 

Oil industry sources say insur- 
ance costs will add some 50 cents 
to the price of a barrel loaded in 
the western Gulf. 


Iran makes Gulf war shuts down 
big financial Indian stock market 


big financial 
adjustment 

TEHRAN (R) — Iran's central 
bank said Sunday it would allow 
all foreign currency transactions 
to be made at a free market rate 
m what amounted to a major 
devaluationi of the riyal. 

A statement by central bank 
governor Mohammad Hussein 
Adeli said hard cash would be 
sold to travellers and business- 
men at fluctuating rates by all 
branches of Iranian banks. 

Asked what this meant, a cen- 
tral bank, spokesman said the 
banks would use the free market 
rate. 

Adeli said the new measures, 
which are effective when banks 
reopen Monday, provided the 
best prospects for foreign invest- 
ment in Iran. 

If the new rules are put into 
general effect, foreign companies 
,-will begin to see Iran as one of tbe 
cheapest rather than one of the 
most expensive places to conduct 
business. 

Adeli said Iranian banks would 
also provide hard currency for 
imports of all goods authorised by 
the commerce ministry without 
limitation as of Monday. 


BOMBAY (R) — The Bombay 
Stock Exchange (BSE) will be 
closed Monday due to the Gulf 
war, the bourse's executive 
director said Sunday. 

• "We have decided rather re- 
luctantly not to open it tomor- 
row (Monday) ... it is our sincere 
endeavour to open the market 
Tuesday.” M. R. Mayya said. 

“Free trading is impossible 
and regulations are ineffective in 
.a war situation,” he added. 

The exchange, which had 
been on an unprecedented bull 
run until the end of last year, has 
been closed since Jan. 15 when 
the U.N. deadline for Iraq to 
withdraw from Kuwait expired. 

Tbe BSE index touched an 
all-time high of 1,559.40 on Oct. 
9 last year before sliding to 
1,017.72 last Monday. Tbe index 
was 778.64 a year ago. 

"I believe the market will start 
stabilising,” Mayya said. 

“Kerb deals,” stock transac- 
tions made outside the exchange 
floor last week, “indicated the 
market was stabilising and I ex- 
pected Bombay to rule steady,” 
he said. 

One broker said if investors 
feel the Gulf war will be relative- 



AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 

'Sunday, January 20, 1991 
CefHral^^ank official rates 

• - • Buy J SeB * *■- ■ ■' * «■ > « - 


ly short then the market will 
began to recoup some of its 
losses. 

"The way the market reacts 
when it opens depends on what 
is happening in the war at that 
point in time," broker Hemen- 
dra Kotbari said. 

“It’s still too early to predict. 
.But initial indications are that it 
looks like the war might get over 
earlier than expected. So I think 
the market would react favour- 
ably.” he added. 

But others had a bleaker out- 
look. 

‘Taxes will likely go up in the 
upcoming budget and corporate 
profits will shrink in the coming 
months,” stock broker An and 
,Dhawal said, predicting the BSE 
index could fall to 750. 

One bright spot appeared at . 
the weekend when the Interna- 
tional Monetary Fund (IMF) 
approved a $1.79 billion loan for 
India to shore up its balance of 
payments position. 

India will receive $777 million 
under a first credit tranche and 
more than $1 billion under the 
IMF's compensatory financing 
facility to help pay for the higher 
cost of imported oil. 

Both are five-year loans with 
an interest of nine per cent. 

“Hie crisis in tbe Middle East 
has had severe and widespread 
effects on the economy," the 
IMF said. 


U.S. dollar ' * 
Pound Sterling 
Dcutschemuk 
Swiss franc 
French franc 


665.0 669.01 
1294.8 1302.6 
443.5 446.2 
528.2 531 .4 
130.4 131_2 


Japanese yen (for 10O>- 301.9 

Dutch guilder 393.4 

Swedish crown 118.4 

Italian lira (for 100) 59.0 

Belgian franc (for 10) 215.5 


-MAINTENANCE AND REFILLING OF' 
FIRE EXTINGUISHERS 

Check out your Fire Extinguisher free of charge. Our technicians 
are ready to cto that upon your cal! at any time and our workshop 
is ready to refill all kinds of extinguishers. 

Call us now to secure your safety 

Moh'd Abbasi & Sons Co. Tel. 651942 



VANDA HOTEL 

☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ ☆ 

JOUNIEH — LEBANON 


For reservation and more information 
please call AQUAMARINA HOTEL-CLUB 
Tel. No. 03-316250/1/2/3 


3 0° M’ 



Tel: 

667171 


Yamani: Oil 
prices could 
sink to $12 

AMSTERDAM (R) — Oil prices 
could plunge to $12 a barrel, 
former Saudi Arabian oil minis- 
ter, Sheikh Ahmad Zaki Yamani, 
told a Dutch newspaper. 

In an interview with Kxant op 
Zondag published Sunday, 
Yamani said tbe underlying supp- 
ly situation in the market would 
eventually force, prices lower. 

He said that despite the out- 
break of tbe Gulf war increased 
output from Saudi Arabia and 
other OPEC members bad com- 
pensated for the 4.4 million bar- 
rels a day of (b/d) of lost Iraqi and 
Kuwaiti production. 

. It had also lifted total produc- 
tion by members of the Organisa- 
tion of Petroleum Exporting 
Countries (OPEC) to 23.5 million 
b/d. 

After a week of wild price 
-swings with a record one-day 
crash Thursday, the March fu- 
tures price for North Sea Brent 
cmde, a world benchmark, ended 
Friday at S18.20 a barrel. Its 
lowest level since Iraq invaded 
Kuwait in Aug. 

It shot up as high at $33.50 on 
panic buying in the first couple of 
hours after news of the U.S.-led 
attack against Iraq. But prices 
i slumped as traders presumed air 
strikes had removed tbe threat of 
Iraq damaging Saudi Arabian aH 
fields. 

Four months ago, Yamani said 
oil prices might rise to $60 if war 
broke out in the Middle East, 
because prices were then being 
driven up unnecessarily by oil 
companies holding on to exces- 
sive stocks. 


Egyptian 
oil prices 
go down 

CAIRO (R) (AP) — Egypt’s oil 
export prices dropped after the 
Gulf war started and now range 
between S16-5 and $18 a barrel. 
Oil Minister Abdul Hadi Kandil 
was quoted as saying Sunday. 

Kandil told A! Ah ram news- 
paper that the new Egyptian ex- 
port prices reflected the sharp 
decrease in the world oil market 
after.. the U.S.-led allied- forces 
attacked Iraq-and Kuwait Jan. 17. 

"I followed myself the de- 
velopments and sudden changes 
in the world oil markets in the 
United States, Europe and Asia. 
Egyptian oil prices on the... mar-* 
ket were affected by the reduc- 
tions and for the two past days 
have ranged between $16.5 and 
$18 a barrel," Kandil told the 
newspaper. 

He did not specify the exact 
price of each of Egypt’s varied 
crude blends, but said their rpcies 
were higher than those of similar 
blends on the world market. 


G-7 leaders try to show 
economy can weather war 


'^4 Jerusalem Jewel 

Hotel 

Jerusalem Jewel Hotel welcomes visitors and groups for a 
comfortable stay in Jordan. The hotel is situated in Abdali 
area and consists of 18 double-occupancy rooms, each 
with a telephone and a bathroom. 

Restaurant, lounge and parking are available. Very 
reasonable prices for groups. 

For Information call: 623725, 622057 and 649482. 
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Tel: 699238 


Noor A1 Sharit/Mahmoud Yassin/ 
Shahira/Safiyah Omari 
in 

Night and Traitors 

(Arabic) 

Show: 1230, "3-30. 63P, 8:30, 10-30 pjn. 

Frith? A Snadiy aha dmw~ M 113)0 aa. 


KARIM ABU SHAQRA 

and 

AL AM I RA AL SAG HI RA 
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NEW YORK (R) — The finance 
leaders of the world’s richest na- 
tions appear set to dose ranks 
this week to try to convince ner- 
vous investors that the world 
economy can weather a war in the 
Gulf relatively unscathed. 

“We want to let markets know 
that whatever happens in the 
Golf, it's not going to be an 
economic disaster,” said one offi- 
cial. here for a two-day meeting* 
starting Sunday. 

Tbe meeting will give finance 
ministers and central bankers 
from the Group of Seven (G-7) 
industrialised nations their first 
chance to take attack stock of the 
world economy since U.S.-led 
allied forces attacked Iraq Thurs- 
day to force it out of Kuwait. 

Although the G-7 — the Un- 
ited States, Britain. Canada, 
France, Germany, Italy and 
Japan — are set to discuss a range 
of issues from the Soviet eco- 
nomy to the dollar, the Gulf war 
will probably dominate the talks. 

U.S. officials said Washington 


is likely to ask its allies, particu- 
larly Germany and Japan, to con- 
tribute more to the war effort and ' 
to the hardest-hit developing na- 
tions. 

So far. news from the war has 
been good as far as the global 
economy is concerned. Oil prices 
plunged and world stock and 
bond markets bounded higher 
last week as fears that the *var 
would damage Saudi Arabia.-, oil- 
fields dissipated. 

If sustained, the steep drop in 
oil prices should prove a tonic to 
the slowing world economy by 
paving the way for lower interest 
rates and higher consumer spend- 
ing, economists said. 

“The extraordinary decline in 
oil prices, assuming they stay ' 
down, would clearly have a major 
effect,” Federal Reserve Chair- 
man Alan Greenspan said in a 
newspaper interview Friday. 

But he cautioned against too 
much optimism, telling the Wall 
Street Journal: “We are still in an 
unstable environment.” 


International Monetary Fund 
managing Director Michel Cam- 
dessus is expected to tell finance 
leaders that the world economy 
can escape a recession this year if 
oil prices do not skyrocket. 

Officials said the strong econo- 
mic performance of Germany and 
Japan will help offset downturns 
in the United States, Britain and 
Canada and allow G-7 growth, to 
average between one per cent 
and 1.5 per cent this year. 

The need to put forward a 
united front to the markets now 
that war has broken out will 
probably persuade G-7 members 
to temporarily set aside their 
economic differences. 

Those differences arise mainly 
because the countries in tbe 
group are entering different 
stages of the economic cycle. 

The United States, Britain, 
Canada, France and Italy worry 
about an economic slowdown and 
want to cut interest rates. But 
Germany and Japan, whose eco- 
nomies are still growing strongly. 


are more cocemed about infla-- 
tion and do not seem willing to 
join in any rate cut. 

France and Italy have also 
voiced concerns about the dollar, 
which has dropped some 20 per 
cent against the Deutschemark 
over the past year. They worry 
the weak dollar will boost U.S. 
inflation and also make American 
products super-competitive on 
world markets. 

But Germany and Japan 
appear unruffled by the dollar's 
decline, and the United States 
itself seems a bit divided, with its 
central bank more concerned 
than its Treasurey Department. 

Such differences, however, are 
likely to be swept aside as G-7 
policy makers band together to 
try to show financial markets that 
they are in control. 

“We’re going to be closely 
working together to maintain sta- 
bility in markets.” a senior U.S. 
official said. “That’s the message 
that will come from this meet- 
ing.” 


War signals uncertainty for skittish 
U.S. markets and ailing economy 


NEW YORK ( AP) — If truth is 
the first casualty of war, as a 
U.S. senator said during an ear- 
lier one in 1918, then confidence 
may be the second. 

The opening days of the Gulf 
conflict demonstrated that mar- 
ket trends can change in less 
time that it takes for a missile to 
fly from Iraq to Israel. 

U.S. stocks staged an ebul- 
lient rally with the assertion that 
the allied military force had 
gained ground in their assault on 
Iraq. 

The Dow Jones industrial 
average soared 111 points. The 
long-feared threat to oil supplies 
suddenly disappeared, and crude 
prices crashed. 

By nightfall Thursday in New 
York — about three hours after 
the markets closed — it was 
clear that cause for celebration 
was premature. Iraq launched 
missiles into Israel; Japan's mar- 
kers started tumbling. : 

• J Confidence ebbed 'and' reality 
began to set in: Like most wars, 
this one could be long, unpre- 
dictable and jarring to skittish 
financial markets and an 


already ailing U.S. economy. 

“If the trend of military suc- 
cess is established I think the 
market should improve some 
more and stabilise," American 
Stock Exchange Chairman 
James Jones said. “But you can’t 
predict wars." 

Some economists still predict 
that a short war would bolster 
consumer confidence and ener- 
gise spending by eliminating pa- 
ralysing uncertainty. 

Others say the recession- 
bound U.S. economy has bigger 
hurdles to dear than war, such 
as disastrous real estate deals, 
tight credit, failing banks and 
decade-low consumer confi- 
dence. 

“I don’t know of anybody who 
is going to go out and buy a new 
car or replace the carpeting be- 
cause the war is going well,” said 
Donald Straszheim, chief eco- 
nomist with Merrill Lynch and 
Co. 

“Overall economic prospects 
for the first half of 1991 aren’t 
good and haven’t changed in the 
last couple of days" since the 
war began, he said. 


Straszheim forecasts that the 
government this week mil report 
a three per cent to four per cent 
decline in gross national pro- 
duct, the total value of the na- 
tion’s output of goods and ser- 
vices, in the fourth quarter of 
1990. That would be the worst 
performance since the 1981-82 
recession. 

One popular and — until the 
end of last week — oft-repeated 
assumption about the war to 
dislodge Iraq from Kuwait and 
its wealth-producing oil fields is 
that it would be brief. 

The first day’s reaction on 
Wall Street supported that be- 
lief. Iraq's attack on Israel punc- 
tured it. 

“I think anyone who presumes 
that this is going to be over in a 
few days or a few weeks fails to 
account for the relatively tena- 
cious attitude of Middip, Easter- 
ners," said Kenneth Fisher, who 
heads an investment. .manage- 
ment firm under his-aiarne in 
Woodside, California. 

For U.S. markets, the war 
presents an unusual situation. 
Most of the fighting so far — 


European car market seen 
headed for slowdown 


PARIS (R) — ‘Hie European car 
market will continue to shrink in 
1991. but healthy demand in 
eastern Germany will temper the 
slowdown and sales should pick 
up by the end of the year, 
analysts ana car markets say. 

The first quarter of 1991 could 
prove the toughest for car mak- 
ers, who enjoyed five years of 
strong growth in European sales 
before a modest, one per cent 
downturn last year. 

Manufacturers foresee a more 
dramatic slowdown than 
analysts, but both camps agree 
eager buyers in former East 
Germany could brake the de- 
cline. 

“Sales in former East Ger- 
many will strengthen European 
sales by about two per cent 
beginning this year,” said CyriUe 
Constans-Gavarry. managing 
director of the Paris-based Cen- 
tre d’Etudes et de R echerches en 
Economic (CETREC). 

Consulting firm DRI/McGraw 
Hill projects 25,000 pew vehicles 
will be sola m eastern Germany. 

“Even if former East Ger- 
many does not absorb as many 
new vehicles, its purchases of 
used cars will help clean out 
inventories in western Germany, 
which will benefit from this in- 
draught," Constans-Gavarry 
said. 

A spokesman for France’s 
state-owned Regie Nationale 
des u sine-5 Renault estimated 
the' European market would 
shrink by between 2.5 and three 
per cent in 1991, with the decline 


concentrated in the first four 
months. 

Peugeot S.A. projects Euro- 
pean car sales will drop about 
3.5 per cent in 1991 to 12.82 
million units. 

Echoing Renault, Frederic 
Saint-Geours, managing director 
of Automobiles Peugeot, said 
the downturn would resemble “an 
upside-down circumflex accent" 
because after a falloff really in 
1991, sales would climb back by 
tbe end of the year to their levels 
of late* 1990. 

Peugeot officials describe 1991 
as a year of transition that could 
pave the way to a resurgence in 
1992 and 1993. 

Raymond Ravenel. president 
of the French Automobile 
Manufacturers Association, also 
foresees a 3.5 per cent contrac- 
tion in the market. 

Umberto Agnelli, president of 
Fiat Auto SPA, has said the 
downturn in sales could reach 
seven per cent. 

The prospect of firm demand 
in Germany explains why Carl 
Hahn, president of Volkswagen 
A.G., considers himself “ex- 
tremely optimistic in the 
medium term." He has pre- 
dicted European sales would re- 
main at “an extremely high 
level, despite some technical 
adjustments in the range of one 
or two per cent." 

With the stimulus of new de- 
mand, Germany could disting- 
uish itself from itself from its 
neighbours, as it did between 
1987 and 1989 when its market 


remained stagnant while sales 
soared elsewhere in western 
Europe. 

Analysts attributed the esti- 
mated one per cent decline in 
1990 European sales — after a 
32 per cent runup over the five 
preceding years — to the slug- 
gish performance in Britain and 
Spain, where sales have fallen 12 
per cent and six per cent, respec- 
tively. 

They predicted sales would 
stabilise in Britain in 1991 and 
fell another five per cent in 
Spain, while the slowdown 
would spread to Italy and 
France. 

CETREC and the Bureau 
d’lnformation et de Previsions 
Economiques (BIPE), a private 
forecasting unit, project a three 
per cent shrinkage in the French 
market. DRI forecast a four per 
cent contraction, while Peugeot 
sees a 5.5 per cent drop. 

Some analysts said the Italian 
market was expected to experi- 
ence a similar downturn, 
although DRI forecast a contrac- 
tion of as much as eight per cent. 

As for European car makers' 
shares of the market, a specialist 
with a large French bank pre- 
dicted Peugeot would strengthen 
its hold on third place and even 
gain ground on Hat. 

First-place Volkswagen would 
benefit from economic and poli- 
tical reforms in eastern Europe, 
dimming Peugeot’s chances of 
realising its goal of becoming 
Europe's foremost car maker by 
1993, the expert said. 


including the original missile 
assault on Israel and a second 
one a day later — has occurred 
early morning Middle East time, 
when American markets are 
closed. 

So trading patterns are being 
set overseas, beginning in Tokyo 
or London, long before the 
opening bells ring in New York. 
That means New York may 
build a whole day’s worth of 
trading on assumptions that get 
overturned within hours of the 
dose. 

For traders in the oil pits who 
lost millions during the crash in 
crude prices that followed the 
first air raids on Baghdad, the 
lessons were sobering. New 
York Mercantile Exchange trad- 
ers expect some firms to go out 
of business after the collapse 
erased S40 billion from the value 
of the world's inventory of crude 
oil: ' 

. . “You’re going to have people 
very reluctant to jump on this 
bandwagon again.” said Rodney 
Dow, president of the oil trading 
firm Dow Internatioal Energy 
Corp. “They are shellshocked." 


Occidental 
Petroleum 
plans $2b 
restructuring 

LOS ANGELES (R) — 
Occidental Petroleum has 
announced aggressive plans to 
return to its oil and gas roots 
with a $2 billion restructuring 
plan, ending the company's 
dramatic diversification under 
( late chairman Armand Hammer. 

The company said it would cut 
its dividend by 40 per cent and 
reduce its S8.8 billion debt by S3 
billion through asset sales. 

Occidental, a conglomerate 
with interests ranging from che- 
micals to meat processing and 
film production, said it wants to 
sell assets that "no longer fit 
with the company's business 
strategy." 

Chairman and chief executive 
officer Ray Irani acknowledged 
the difficulty of restructuring 
Occidental in the current reces- 
sionary climate. 

“We are keenly aware of the 
lack of liquidity in the market- 
place, but we have some very 
valuable assets which are of in- 
terest to serious buyers with the 
ability to pay cash," Irani said. 

Under the restructuring, 
Occidental will cut its generous 
quarterly dividend, considered 
sacrosanct under Hammer, to 25 
cents per share from 62.5 cents. 
Analysts said the cut will allow 
Occidental to pump money into 
oil and gas exploration and pro- 
duction, where it has traditional- 
ly excelled. 


E. Euroepe faces banking challenge 


PRAGUE (R) — Reform- 
minded eastern Euroepean coun- 
tries must establish Western-style 
banking systems as a pre- 
condition for shifting to market 
economies, bankers from both 
East and West have said. 

A functioning banking system 
is crucial to privatisation — tbe 
single most important reform — 
which promises to transfer vir- 
tually the entire region's eco- 
nomy from state hands to entrep- 
reneurs and shareholders in the 
next few years. 

“Reorganisation of the bank- 


ing system must be given a special 
priority in the countries of East- 
ern Europe," Guenther Schmidt- 
Weyland, managing board mem- 
ber of Deutsche Genossenscbaft- 
sbank, said. 

“Efficient domestic financial 
markets are the prerequisite for 
whatever these countries may 
aspire to,” he told an internation- 
al management forum in Prague. 

Bohumil Studynka, a top 
Czechoslovak economic official 
who serves as deputy minister in 
tiie office of Prime Minister Ma- 
rian Calf a, echoed Schmidt- 


Weyland’s remarks. 

“There’s no discussion that 
banks are the ones that have to 
take the lead in this (economic 
reform) process." he said. 

Under the communist model of 
banking, central banks had a 
monopoly of commercial banking 
while a few specialised agencies 
handled areas such as foreign 
trade and personal banking. 

The trend now is to set up a 
two-tier banking system, in which 
the central bank has true central 
bank responsibilities for monet- 
ary policy and the currency, while 


its commercial activities are 
transferred to one or more new 
commercial banks. 

Banking monopolies are ended 
at the same time, allowing new 
banks to open, existing special- 
ised institutions to enter commer- 
cial banking, and commercial 
banks to move into the special- 
ised areas. 

The country furtherst down 
this road is Hungary, where 40 or 
50 banks have taken root since its 
banking reform began in 1987 
while the country was under 
Communist Party rule. 
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Thousands In Moscow denounce 
Gorbachev over Baltics killings 


MOSCOW (R) — Tens of 
thousands of protesters chanting 
“dictatorship will not pass" and 
denouncing President Mikhail 
Gorbachev over bloodshed Jn the . 
Baltics massed under the walls of 
the Kremilin Sunday. 

“Hangmen out of" the Krem- 
lin," “Down with the Commun- 
ist Party." the throngs chanted 
as an orator read a message from 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
proclaiming ordinary people if 
united could halt a return “to the 
old order." 

Reuter reporters at the scene 
said thousands more demonstra- 
tors were flooding into the Man- 
ezh Square to join the rally — 
which comes at a time of high 
political tension — in a huge 
display of strength by radical- 
reformers. 

Simultaneously, in the far 
south of the Soviet Union, huge 
crowds of mourners filed 
through the streets of the Azer- 
baijani capital of Baku in mem- 
ory of more than 100 people 
killed when the Soviet army 
seized control of the city exactly 
a year go. 

Yury Afanasyev, a parliamen- 
tary deputy and fierce critic of 
the Soviet president, told the 


Moscow rally: “We are here to 
say a decisive no to the reaction- 
ary policy of Gorbachev and his 
team." the crowds chanted: “out 
out". 

Afanasyev said the demon- 
stration was perhaps the largest 
staged in the capital by non- 
Communists since the 1917 
October Revolution. 

As they marched from the 
city's ring road down 'to Manezh 
Square on the edge of Red 
Square, the protesters chanted: 
“Hands off Lithuania" where 
last weekend 14 people died in a 
Soviet army operation that 
sparked a major political crisis. 

Waving above the throng and 
the heads of children carried on 
their fathers' shoulders were the 
flags of the three Baltic republics 

— Lithuania, Latvia and -Estonia 

— which are seeking to regain 
their pre-war independence 
from the Soviet Union. 

Home-made banners carried 
by the crowds read “freedom is 
stronger than bullets" and 
“Lithuania today — Russia 
tomorrow." 

Only small units of police 
looked on, without intervening. 

In his message read by senior 
aide Gennady Bubilis from the 


steps of the Moscow Hotel just 
200 metres from the Kremlin's 
red-brick walls, Yeltsin de- 
clared: 

“The danger of dictatorship 
about which key leaders of our 
society have warned is becoming 
a reality.” 

Gorbachev — seven of whose 
more liberal advisers have been 
excluded from a new executive 
team — and his colleagues had 
“practically rejected the former 
political policies and are openly 
supporting reactionary forces," 
the message de dared. 

There was no report on the 
rally by the Soviet News Agency 
TASS, or Moscow Radio's main 
services more than two hours 
after it began. 

Radio Russia said its teleprin- 
ters carrying domestic news 
“have been mysteriously switch- 
ed off.” 

Critics say Gorbachev, who 
has signalled since the start of 
the Gulf war Thursday that he is 
maintaining his policy of coop- 
eration with the West, effective- 
ly backed his army's action in the 
Baltics by refusing to condemn 
it. 

But allies of the Kremlin 
chief, who has condemned Iraqi 


as 


President Saddam Hussein 
the guilty party for the Middle 
East conflict, say he is alarmed 
at the tension mounting in the 
country. 

"The president is a supporter 
of polictical dialogue. He is 
seeking a way out. But one thing 
is obvious — someone is trying 
to blame him for everything.” 
said Anatoly Karpychev of the 
Communist Party newspaper 
Pravda. 


Aides to the 59-year-old Yelt- 
sin, Gorbachev's main political 
rival and one-time colleague in 
the party politburo. said security 
worries kept him from the rally. 
Yeltsin says there have already 
been some attempts on his life. 

The size of the turnout for 
Sunday's rally — varyingly esti- 
mated by foreign reporters at 

80,000 to over 200,000 — 
appeared to underline the polar- 
isation of Soviet society amid 
mounting economic as well as 
political crisis. 


On Saturday, hard-liners call- 
ing for strong central authority 
to be restored and also support- 
ing Iraq in the Gulf conflict also . 
staged a rally — but tbey only 
attracted around 1,000 people. 


World Muslims gather in Bangladesh 


DHAKA (AP) — About 

500,000 Muslims from at least 20 
countries gathered in the indust- 
rial town of Tongi Saturday for a 
3-day religious conference. 

The Muslims prayed for an 
end to the Gulf war and for 
peace and progress in the Mus- 
lim ummah, or community. 

Delegates from Iraq and 
Kuwait did not attend the con- 
ference because of tbe fighting. 
Abdul Mukhiet Ahmad, one of 
the organisers of the conference 


said. 

The conference is sponsored 
by Tagligh Jamaat, a non- 
political Muslim organisation 
based in New Delhi, and is 
entirely devoted to theology. 

Organisers said the Muslim 
gathering is second in size only 
to the Hajj, the annual Islamic 
pilgrimage to the holy city of 
Mecca. 


ence and the same number are 
expected by the final day of this 
year's conference, said San war 
Hussain, one of the gathering's 
organisers. . 


Last year, about 2 million 
Muslims attended the confer- 


He said thousands of Muslims 
from Bangladesh braved cold 
weather to trek to Tongi, 22 
kilometres north of Dhaka. He 
said the gathering has assumed 
special significance because of 
the attack by allied forces on 
Iraq. 


•Lithuanian 
TV stations 
battle to win 


viewers 


KAUNAS, USSR (AP) — In a 
battle for Lithuania's airwaves, 
Soviet officials have disguised an 
army colonel as a civilian 
anchorman broadcasting from 
the conquered television tower 
and Saturday began live cover- 
age of the Gulf war. 

The occupied television sta- 
tion is competing against a 
separatist facility in the second 
Lithuanian city of Kaunas, and a 
tiny station set up by nationalists 
in the parliament building in 
Vilnius. 

The main television station 
was seized by Soviet paratroop- 
ers in a brutal assault on Jan. 13 
in which 14 people died. Within 
half an hour of the Soviet 
assault, round-the-clock cover- 
age had begun at a small, tittle- 
used auxiliary television station 
in Kaunas. 100 kilometres west 
of the capital, which formerly 
produced only a few hours of 
broadcasting a week. 

In Vilnius, nationalists set up 
a makeshift television transmit- 
ter in the parliament — which is 
barricaded against Soviet attack- 
— to broadcast parliamentary 
proceedings and announcements 
to the city. Its signal, however, is 
weak and unable to reach 
beyond the city limits. 

At the occupied station, which 
has a powerful transmitter that 
can reach the entire republic, 
announcer Edmundas Kaspervi- 
cius anchors the main news prog- 
rammes. 


Slovenia, Croatia prepare 
for expected assault 


BELGRADE (AP) — Slovenia 
and Croatia have defied army 
warnings to disarm local de- 
fence militias and prepared for 
an expected military assault by 
federal forces. 

However, Yugoslavia’s feder- 
al 'presidency moved the dead- 
line for the two republics to 
disarm “illegal paramilitary 
forces" from midnight Saturday 
to midnight Monday, the Yugol- 
sav News Agency Tanjus, re- 
ported. 

The terse Tanjug report said the 
presidency, which is in charge of 
the Communist-dominated 
armed forces, extended the 
deadline “following a Croatian 
request." It did not elaborate 
further. 

Slovenia and Croatia have 
contended their defence militias 
were legal. 

Slovenian and Croatian au- 
thorities, who ousted Commun- 
ists in spring elections, put their 
militias on highest alert, and 
citizens began stocking up food 
supplies, according to officials 
and media reports from both 
republics. 

The two states seek more self- 
rule within the fractious Yugos- 
lav Federation of six republics 
and fear the army will crack 
down while the world is precoc- 
cupied with the Gulf war. 

“The Yugoslav army has not 
defined which illegal forces they 
have in mind,” Janez Jansa, 
Slovenia's minister in charge of 
militia units, said by telephone. 
“Our territorial defence forces 
are not illegal by any means." 

Stipe Mesic. Croatia's repre- 
sentative in the federal presiden- 
cy, said at a meeting Saturday 


that Croatia is “determined to 
keep its defence in its own 
hands." 

He added that the federal 
“army cannot execute a military 
coup." 

“To all those who want io live 
in a (Communist) system we 
wish the best of luck — but 
without us," Mesic said. 

Ethnic Serbs in western 
Croatia, in a state of virtual 
rebellion against Croatian au- 
thorities since August, are said 
to have complied with the order 
and returned most of the 
weapons they seized from police 
arsenals last year. 

Milan Brezak, deputy interior 
minister of Croatia, said the 
Serbs “have formed the only 
illegal armed groups that exist in 
the republic." Croatia's Territo- 
rial Defence Militias are legal, 
be said in a telephone interview. 

Croatia’s Interior Ministry 
said in a statement that 228 
rifles, 20 machine guns, 25 sub- 
machine guns. 76 handguns, 
dozens of hand granades and 
thousands of rounds of ammuni- 
tion had been returned to 
police stations by Saturday. 

Reports from the Serbian pro- 
vince of Kosovo say ethnic Alba- 
nians, who seek more autonomy 
from the largest Yugoslav repub- 
lic, have refused to give up 
weapons they allegedly possess 
illegally. 

Croatia and Slovenia advocate 
turning Yugoslavia into a loose 
confederation of allied states. 

Communist-ruled Serbia and 
its ally, Montenegro, want to 
maintain the centralised federa- 
tion. They are supported by the 
federal army. 


Mongolia looks West with visit to U.S. 


PEKING (R) — Mongolia, 
shackled to the Soviet Union for 
seven decades of Communist 
rule, looks West this week with 
an unprecedented visit to 
Washington by President Punsal- 
maagiyn Ochirbat. 

Mongolian officials in Peking, 
where Ochirbat was staying Sun- 
day on his way to the United 
States, confirmed the visit would 
go ahead despite the Gulf war. 

The first Mongolian president 
to visit the United States, he is 
due to meet President George 
Bush in the White House 
Wednesday. Officials declined to 
specify tbe dates for his nip. 

For Mongolia's two million 
people living in a land of steppes 
and mountains equal in size to 
Western Europe, tbe visit is of 
great symbolic importance. 

Ochirbat, 48, chose Washing- 
ton as his first Western venue 
after taking office last March and 
steering Mongolia away from 70 
years of political domination by 
its giant neighbour, the Soviet 
Union. 

Moscow will complete its with- 
drawal of Soviet troops from 
Mongolia in 1992. 


Mongolia's ruling Communists, 
the People's Revolutionary Par- 
ty, survived challenges from new- 
ly formed opposition groups in 
the country's first democratic 
elections last July and are com- 
mitted to radical capitalist-style 
reforms. 


Whereas the all-conquering 
Mongolian, Genghis Khan, swept 
west to create the world’s biggest 
land empire in the 13th century, 
Ochirbat goes in search of loans 
and investment. 

He leaves an economy in crisis. 
As in the Soviet Union, residents 
of his capital, Ulan Bator, queue 
for hours for food and basic 
necessities as the government 
attempts the painful transition 
from centra] planning to a market 
controlled economy. 

Prices of many commodities 
doubled in one fell swoop last 
Wednesday as did salaries of state 
sector workers. 


foods, including tea and vodka, 
have been distributed. 

"People who didn't have their 
money in banks are really upset.” 
said one opposion party member 
contacted in Ulan Bator Sunday. 

Food ratrioning was a relief as 
at least residents were guaranteed 
some supplies, she said. 

Mongolia is saddled with gigan- 
tic debts — about 9.7 billion 
roubles (S16 billion) owed to the 
Soviet Union. 


“With the state of our economy 
we cannot help in tbe Gulf war," 
the opposition party member 
said. Many Mongolians sup- 
ported the attack launched on 
Iraq last week by the U.S. -led 
multinational forces, she said. 


Mongolians who had their sav- 
ings in state banks saw their 
deposits doubled overnight. Sav- 
ings stashed under mattresses 
effectively halved in value. 

Ration coupons for basic 


During his Washington visit, 
Ochirbat will sign two agree- 
ments on trade and scientific and 
technological cooperation with 
the United States. The two sides 
will establish a joint council to 
boost bilateral trade. 

Mongolia and tbe United 
States established diplomatic re- 
lations in 1987. Secretary of State 
James Baker visited Ulan Bator 
last August. 


U.S., 

Soviets try 
to unravel 
knots in 
arms treaty 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Soviet 
and U.S. negotiators will make a 
final effort to agree on a treaty 
reducing stockpiles of long-range 
nuclear weapons. The pact is to 
be signed at a Moscow summit 
next month if U.S. -Soviet rela- 
tions aren't further strained. 

The Soviets will hold meetings 
early this week with State De- 
partment experts, U.S. officials 
who spoke on the condition of 
anonymity told the Associated 
Press Saturday. 

The Soviet actions in the Baltic 
republics and a broad retreat 
from democratic reforms have 
prompted concerns that Presi- 
dent George Bush might recon- 
sider whether he should attend 
the scheduled Feb. 11-13 talks 
with Mikhail Gorbachev. 

But White House spokesman 
Marlin Frtzwater said Friday after 
Bush spoke by telephone to Gor- 
bachev about the Gulf crisis that 
the summit was still on. 

U.S. officials have said they're 
confident the treaty can be 
finished in time for the summit. 

Alexei Obukhov and Reginald 
Bartholomew, the under secret- 
ary of state for international 
security affairs, will lead the 
negotiators as they try to reach 
agreement on the strategic arms 
reduction treaty. 

Several provisions in the start 
pan are unsettled, including pro- 
cedures for monitoring produc- 
tion of solid rocket fuel and mis- 
sile assembly plants. 

Other thorny issues indude a 
Soviet demand to inspect U.S. 
B-2 bomber plants and how much 
information from missile flight 
tests will be exchanged. 

Bush had said all along he 
wouldn't bold summit unless the 
treaty was ready to be signed. But 
with U.S. -Soviet relations on the 
upswing, he announced last 
month he would go to Moscow to 
meet with Gorbachev. 


Many countries begin to worry 


after Iraq calls for attacks 


By the Associated Press 

WORRIES about possible 
attacks by Iraqi sympathisers re- 
mained high in many countries 
despite Israel's apparent deci- 
sion not to retaliate immediately 
against a second Iraqi missile 
attack Saturday. 

Explosions and other violence 
appeared light despite a call 
from Baghdad for Muslims and 
Arabs to attack Western targets 
around the world. 

The call was echoed in some 
other Muslim countries. 

In Pakistan, a bomb ripped 
through a crowded theatre in 
Rawalpindi just before show- 
time Saturday, killing five peo- 
ple and injuring 48 others. No 
one claimed responsibility im- 
mediately. , 

In the Philippines, a bomb 
expoloded Saturday near a U.S. 
government library, killing one 
person and injuring an Iraqi 
student. An Iraqi passport was- 
found near the scene, police 
said. 

The United States and other 
coalition members fear Israel's 
entry into the Gulf war could 
split Arab nations from the anti- 
Iraq alliance and expand the 
conflict to a war of Arabs versus 
Israel. 


The Philippines, meanwhile, 
increased security Sunday after 
tbe apparent foiled bombing 
attempt and the U.S. embassy 
warned Americans to be alert 
for attacks. 

Libyan leader Col. Moammar 
Oadhafi said he would not advo- 
cate attacks in support of Iraq. 

In Lebanon, the entire staff of 
the U.S. embassy in Beirut fled 
to Cyprus because of fears of 
attacks. Foreign Ministry offi- 
cials said. 

U.S. authorities in Bangkok 
said they had received a “credi- 
ble” threat of imminent attack 
against U.S., Israeli, British and 
Australian targets there, includ- 
ing airlines. 

Airports, military bases, mos- 
ques and synagogues across the 
United States tightened security. 

In Italy, Interior Minister Vin- 
'cenzo Scotti said seven Iraqis 
had been expelled this week and 
three others told to leave the 
country. Two people thought to 
be Palestinians were detained, 
he said. 


Japan announced that it would - 
send blankets and portable 
stoves worth 12 million Japanese 
yen (S89,000) to Jordan for the 
thousands of refugees expected 
to flee from Iraq. 

Japanese Finance Minister 
Ryu taro H ash i mo to reportedly 
was to inform U.S. officials Sun- 
day that Japan will provide S5 
billion as an additional contribu- 
tion to the U.S. -organised multi- 
national forces against Iraq. 

Iraq's call for Muslims around 
the world to unite against the 
“unjust war" by attacking West- 
ern interests came on the heels 
of the launch of a second round 
of Scud-style missiles at Israel on 
Saturday. 

In Algeria, the ruling party 
called for Arab states to join 
Iraq in the war. 

In Nigeria, a conservative 
Muslim leader urged solidarity 
with Iraq in a Saturday night 
speech. But the government 
vowed to crush any attacks on 
U.S. or other .Western facilities. 1 

Jordan's Parliament also 
strongly denounced allied 
attacks on Iraq and called on 
Arab and Islamic nations to 
strike out against tbe United 
States and its allies in the war. 


Britain’s Foreign Office 
warned Britons not to travel to 
23 countries in Asia, Africa and 
the Middle East because of dan- 
ger related to the Gulf war. 


Scotti said 28,000 soldiers had 
been mobilised to help police 
counter possible attacks. Escorts 
were increased for diplomats 
and others considered at risk, 
and security was stepped up at 
sports stadiums, he said. 

Greece, Belgium and Pakistan 
expelled Iraqi diplomats. 

In Jakarta, armed forces 
spokesman Brig. Gen. Hurhadi 
Purwosaputro said authorities 
were ready to protect all fore- 
igners staying in Indonesia, an 
overwhelmingly Muslim nation. 

A package containing explo- 
sives was found at the U.S. 
ambassador's residence in Jakar- 
ta Friday. 

Police in New York Gty re- 
ported they have investigated an 
average of 150 bomb scares per 
day — ten times tbe average — 
since Tuesday. 

Chinese Premier Li Peng, 
whose nation abstained from the 
United Nations vote sanctioning 
military force to get Iraq out of 
Kuwait, appealed to “all parties 
involved ' in the Gulf war to 
exercise the greatest restraint 
and prevent the escalation of 
war," the Chinese News Agen- 
cy, Xinhua, reported. 

Australia summoned Iraqi 
Charge d’ Affaires Sadd Omran 

to hear a government protest. 
Iraq's seven diplomats had 
already been restricted to a 50- 
- kilometre. radius of the embassy 
in Canberra. 

Anti-war protests around the 
world continued. 

Tens of thousands of people 
marched through major Austra- 
lian cities demanding an end to 
the war and tbe recall of the 


navy’s task force in tbe Middle 
Many of tbe protests were 
the largest since the Vietnam 
War ear. 

Smaller demonstrations were 
staged in front of the U.S. 
embassy in Tokyo and the U.S. 
unoffidal diplomatic mission in 
Taipei, where one protester was 
arrested. 

On Friday. pro-Iraq demon- 
strators turned out in force. In 
Mauritania, soldiers and police 
fired tear gas to disperse about 

20.000 demonstrators, and tens 
of thousands of fundamentalists 
marched in Algeria. 

In southern Lebanon, about 

15.000 marchers chanted, “Sad- 
dam, Saddam, wipe out Israel,” 
as tbey paraded through Sidon 
Friday. 

“Saddam, use gas. Sa d d am , 
use chemicals," they pleaded. 

Anti-war protesters who 
burned the American flag and 
blocked military bases around 
the country were countered by 
demonstrators who waved tbe 
flag in a show of support for 
US. troops in the Middle East. 

Thousands of protesters 
gathered Saturday at Lafayette 
Park across from the White 
House where they listened to 
speakers denouncing the U.S. 
military action. 

More than 1,600 protesters 
have been arrested nationwide 
since war broke out early Thurs- 
day. 

In San Francisco, 48 demon- 
strators were arrested Friday at 
■ the Presidio, headquarters of the 
6th U.S. army overlooking the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 

There also were arrests in 
various cities across the country. 

In Minneapolis, about 400 de- 
monstrators watched as an 
American flag was hurled into a 
burning trash container. 

In San Francisco, 2,000 anti- 
war protesters gathered in tbe 
city’s United Nations Plaza Fri- 
day evening. 

Police in Bloomington, Indi- 
ana. arrested 91 anti-war de- 
monstrators after tbey blocked 
the entrance to a military re- 
cruiting station with body bags 
containing protesters. 

In New York, people scream- 
ing “no blood for oQ" blocked 
entrances to a federal building 
and 36 arrests were made. 

' r Authorities In Eugene, Ore- 
gon, were investigating the 
Thursday night fire bom bing^of a 
military reserve training centre. 
Six people were arrested in Cor- 
vallis, Oregon, for blocking the 
entrance to a Marine Corps 
office. 

In Tucson, Arizona, 11 anti- 
war protesters were arrested for 
blocking the street in front of the 
federal building. 


7 people killed in Kashmir clashes 


SRINAGAR, India (AP) — At 
least seven people were killed in 
Jammu-Kashmir including four 
civilians caught in a crossfire be- 
tween Kashmiri militants and pa- 
ramilitary police, officials siad. 

Police said four civilinas, in- 
cluding a woman, were killed and 
10 civilians seriously wounded in 
the shooting. 

Witnesses said the civilians 
were killed in Srinagar when 
troops began shooting seconds af- 
ter they were ambushed in a 
vehicle by militants firing auto- 
matic weapons and using gre- 
nades. 

Elsewhere in the Kashmir Val- 
ley three other people were killed 
by militants, officials said. 

Two other bodies, apparently 
civilians killed by militants, were 


found in downtown -Srinagar 
officials and witnesses said. 

At least 1,779 people have 
been killed in clashes between 
security forces and Kashmiri in- 
surgents fighting for independ- 
ence from India. 

Muslim Kashmiris complain of 
cultural and economic discrimina- 
tion by India’s Hindu-dominated 
government. 

„ Nearly two-thirds of Jammu- 
Kashmir’s 6 million people are 
Muslim. Muslims make up 12 per 
cent of India's 8S0 million people. 
Hindus account for 82 per cent of 
the population. 

In a separate development, In- 
dian Prime Minister Chandra 
Shekhar suggested Sunday he was 
willing tn talk without precondi- 


tions to Sikh militants waging a 
bloody campaign for independ- 
ence. 


Other members of his cabinet 
have said militants would have to 
accept the Indian constitution — 
thus ruling out independence — 
before talks could proceed. 

But Shekhar, -on his first visit to 
Punjab since taking office in 
November, said he wanted to 
' meet the leaders of the decade- 
old campaign for a homeland the 
militants call Khali stan (land of 
the pure). 

“I am prepared even to discuss 
Khalistan and tell them how un- 
reasonable a demand it is," 
Shekhar told a news conference 
in the Punjab capital, Chandi- 
garh. 


Costner, Dances With Wolves winners at Golden Globes 


BEVERLY HILLS, California 
(AP) — The epic western 
Dances With Wolves triumphed 
at the 1991 Golden Globe 
Awards, winning three trophies. 

Kevin Costner’s first directo- 
rial effort was named Best 
Dramatic Motion Picture. He 
took the rfinurting trophy and 
Michael Blake won for Best 
Screenplay. 

The romantic comedy Green 
Card was chosen Best Comic or 
Musical Motion Picture and its 
French star, Gerard Depardieu, 
was honoured as Best Actor in 
that category. 

Julia Roberts won Best Ac- 
tress in a Musical or fVwrifc 
Motion Picture for Pretty 
Woman. Kathy Bates took the 
Best Dramatic Actress trophy 
for her portrayal as an obsessed 
fan of a romance writer in Mis- 


ery. 


Jeremy Irons, starring in Re- 
versal Of Fortune as Klaus Von 
Billow, was named Best Drama- 
tic Actor. 

The Best Foreign Language 
Film Globe went to France’s 
Cyrano De Bergerac, which 
stars Depardieu in the title role. 

The Godfather Part m led 
nominations m movie categories 
with seven but came away 
empty-handed. 


The black-tie crowd gathered 
under a cloud of war for the 
Hollywood Foreign Press Asso- 
ciation Awards at the Beverly 
Hilton Hotel. 

Robin Wiffiams, Faye Dun- 
away and Costner passed 
through metal detectors with 
other celebrities, bomb-sniffing 
dogs inspected photo g r ap hers* 
gear and security guards were 
stationed at doors. 

“I know we all pray for peace 
tonight," host Dana Delany said 
in opening the show. 

NBC’s Cheers was a big televi- 
sion winner. Kirstie Alley won 
for Best Comic Television Ac- 
tress, Ted Danson for Best 
■ Actor in a Comic or Musical 
Series and tbe show itself for 
Best Musical or Comic TV 
Series. 

David Lynch's quirky televi- 
sion drama Twin Peaks won 
three prizes, Including Best 
Dramatic Series. Best Television 
Actor for Kyle MacLachlan and 
Best S u ppo r ting Television Ac- 
tress for Piper Lanrie. 

Charles Darning won Best 
Supporting TV Actor for The 
Kennedy's of Mas sa chusetts. The 
war-themed Decoration Day 
won for Best TV Mini-Series or* 
Movie. 

In movie competition, Who- 


opi Goldberg was honoured for 
Best Support in g Actress for her 
depiction of a tow-rent psy rihfo in 
Ghost Bruce Davison won Best 
Supporting Actor for his por- 
trayal of a compassionate friend 
to his dying lover in the AIDS 
didm* Longtime Comp anio n . 

Jack Lemmon got the special 
Cedi B. P emfllc Award for con- 
tribution to entertainment. 

The Globes are considered an 
early indicator of how the 
Academy Awards may go later 
in the year. 

Rocker Jon Bon Jovi collected 
. a Globe for Best Original Song 
for Blaze Of Glory from Young 
Guns n. Best original score went 
to Tbe Sheltering Sky. 

Susan Sarandon, nominated 
for Best Dramatic Actress for 
her depiction of an' earthy wai- 
tress in White Palace, 
announced that because of the 
Golf war, she would not attend. 

“I am sorry I am unable to 
join my colleagues at tbe Golden 
Globe Awards. I am honoured 
to have been nominated," Miss 
Sarandon said in a statement. 

“However, due to the war in 
the Gulf, I feel it is best to 
remain dose to borne where I 
will cont in ue my work with the 
mOitaiy family support network 
in its efforts for peace and to 


bring our troops safely home." 

An opening production num- 
ber, which was to be perfo r med 
by singer Nell Carter, was can- 
celed “dne to recent world 
events,” the Hollywood Foreign 
Press Association said. 


Andy Garda, Macaulay Cul- 
kin, the young star of Home 
Atone, Bruce Willis and his 
wife, Demi Moore, Anjelka 
Hwjton, A1 Pacino and Jeremy 
Irons were among the stars who 
attended the ceremony. 

Unfike the Oscars, the 86 vo- 
te” of the association split fflm. 
into two categories, dramatic 
and musical or comic. In an 
there are 13 categories for mo- 
tion pictures and 11 awards, 
wmewhat less chweiy watched, 
for television. 


.Among the Dominations far 
Tbe Godfather Part D3 was Best 
Dramatic Movie and Best 
Dramatic Actor for Pacino! 
Ford Coppola was 

“™ ated « Best Director and 
jras a co-nominee, along with 
Mar *° Pn2 °* *w BestWWtSr 

<Wa ’ Good - 
nominations m- 
Best Dramatic Mbvfe 
Dances With Wolves got six 
nominations; ^ 



Man goes on trial 
for stealing rare 
books 


— — — ■ -» 

DES MOINES. Iowa (A^ -^^- 
Over the years, authorities . 

Stephen Carrie Blumbeig snoog^ 
bag suspiciously in library 
Iibrary and nabbed him with piks^- 
of stolen books. But it took 
informant to uncover what ‘thc£| f 
soft-spoken loner was 
away with. The information 
Federal Bureau of Investigatiqj.j^; 
(FBI) officials to Blumbotgt^; 
house in the southeast Iowato^m ;. 
of Ottumwa, where they 
the nation's largest -ever 
of stolen rare books and 
scripts, a 19-ton cache va „ 

up to $20 million. Blumberg^^% 
goes on trial Wednesday 
charges of interstate 
tion of stolen property, conspnja^ 
cy and possession of stolen prop- ;.$• 
erty. Of the estimated 283Q8Q. 
books and papers that were rteco?/ -re- 
vered, some were rare andpria^^ 
less, others ordinary and wo iihj^^ 
less. Blumberg has had nothing 
say since his arrest March. 

Two Minnesota men who 
guilty to interstate transp 
of stolen property and the 
mam, who was paid S50.C 
the FBI for evidence leading 
the treasures, have ag 
testify against him. Don 
son, Blumberg’s lawyer, 
cated there would be no 
bargain, saying “we’re 
going to trial. It will be up 
jury to decide." A team of 
experts has sifted through 
books to determine which 
stolen, then match them 
their owners, prosecutor 
Reade of the U.S. attc 
office in Des Moines said n 
the books has been returned 
cause all are needed as evi 


Man in wheelchair 
robs bank 



SAN DIEGO (AP) — A 75-yeaf- 
old man in a wheelchair who said *. 


he robbed a bank of S70 to buy 
heart medicine — and claimed 
gnyone in . the same position 


* 


in. the same r 

would have dohe the same — has 
pleaded innocent and allowed to 
remain free. Police say William 
Han threatened to blow a down- 
town branch of the Homefed 
Bank with a bottle of nitrog- 
lycerin that turned out to be heart 
medicine. U.S. Magistrate Roger . ;‘ 
Curtis McKee thanked Hart for \\ 
voluntarily appearing for arraign- • n ; • 
meat Wednesday and allowed ; jL 
him to remain free without bail. 
After the pi 6a, Hart was ordered ;# 
to be back in court on Jan. 29. 'jUf- 
McKee also told Hart that be 
didn’t have to be booked, which 
includes fingerprinting 




the*T 

counhouse basement, because "£? 


m 


“that’s going to be an imposition, 7;£ 
quite frankly.” “Thank you,”/r^_| 
Hart said, bis words slurred and-Tjft- 
his right side partially paralysed 1 y $: 
by a stroke. Officials have not yefr-ri? 
decided whether to prosecute;^ 
Hart, said Maria Airoyo-T abi n . - 
chief of the crime division at the 
U.S. attorney’s office in Saal^f 
Diego. Before the hearing, the^§[ 
retired merchant seaman con 
tended he hadn't done anything-^' 
wrong. “Anybody under the.^ 
same conditions would have done 
the same thing." he said. r- 




U.S. police office 
convicted of 
murder, robbery 


ALBUQUERQUE. New M 
(AP) — A former police c 
was convicted for first-d 
murder and five bank robl 
committed by the so-called * 
bandit." Matthew Griggin 
could be sentenced to deal 
the April 3, 1989. mudi 
Michael K. Howard. 33. 
security guard was shot to 
when he interrupted an an 
ted car theft in an aparti 
house parking lot. Griffin 
convicted Wednesday of 
armed robbery counts steir 
from bank holdups in 19 
Albuquerque that netted 
than S35 .000. The robberies 
dubbed the "ninja" bank ro 
;es because the robber wore 
,n . styte of ancient Japi 
^ssassins. The murder convj 
is subject to automatic app< 
the state supreme , court. G 

“ ntcnces stalling 
than 60 years on the other cc 
r jnrfm - a four-year veteran < 
force, was placed on admin 

i C **225 From lhe departm. 
July 1989 after his arrest. Hi 
"red later that month. 1 
tors called Griffin a fi 
obtained fake identificati 
used phony names to r< 
and motel rooms in order 
authorities Off his trail. ’ 
rence attorney said he wa 
and disappointed by i 



